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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES 

OF  THE 

TWENTY  -  E I G  HTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 

Question  i. — Who  compose  this  Conference? 

Ans. — William  Samuel   Pascoe,  President  of  the  Conference  of  1881  ; 

George  Webber,  Secretary  of  the  Conference  of  1881. 
*  F.  W.  Bourne,  Delegate  from  the  English  Conference. 


J.  Harris,  Sup't  of  the                       P.  E.  Island 

District. 

A.  Clarke, 

Cobourg 

do. 

W.  Kenner,  " 

Bowman  ville 

do. 

W.  Jolliffe 

Peterboro'  and  Victoria  do. 

J.  J.  Rice,  " 

Toronto 

do. 

L.W.Wickett,  " 

Cleveland 

do. 

G.  Haycraft,  " 

Wisconsin 

do. 

Representatives  sent  by  their  respective  District  Meetings.  ' 

S.  Collings, 

(District  Representative)  of  the 

Cobourg  District. 

J.  Williams, 

Representative 

do. 

J.  Nott 

do. 

do. 

t  F.  Reynolds, 

do. 

do. 

L.  Martin, 

do. 

do. 

I.  Garnet, 

do. 

do. 

J.  Wade, 

do. 

do. 

W.  Windatt, 

(District  Representative)  of  the 

Bowmanville  do. 

R.  Souch, 

Representative 

do. 

J.  Rundle, 

do. 

do. 

W.  Bond, 

do. 

do. 

W.  Gummow, 

do. 

do. 

T.  Courtice, 

do. 

do. 

W.  Yelland, 

(District  Representative)  of  the   Peterboro'  and  Victoria,  do. 

J.  Coone, 

Representative 

do. 

T.  Broad, 

do. 

do. 

t  J.  Bickle, 

do. 

do. 

J.  Clarke, 

do. 

do. 

A.  Wilson, 

do. 

do. 

*  An  imperfection  in  the  wording  of  Bro.  Bourne's 

credentials  was  corrected  per 

Bes.  19,  in  the  General  Business. 

t  Brethren  marked  thus,  failed  to  attend  Conference. 


4 


EXTRACTS  FHOM  Tttfi  MINUTES 


J.  Ellicott,       (District  Representative)  of  the 

J.  Binsted,  Representative 

t  H.  C.  Brent,  do. 

W.  Vanstone,  do. 

f  T.  Burrows,  do. 

T.  C.  Pickard;  (District  Representative)  of  the 

J.  Pickard,  Representative 

J.  P.  Clarke,  do. 

H.  L.  Wills,  do. 

W.  Stoneman,  do. 

T.  Morrish,  do. 
T.  Hobbs,       (District  Representative)  of  the 

W.  Dinner,  Representative 

\  R.  Kennedy,  do. 

R.  Prouse,  do. 

W.  Hutchings,  (District  Representative)  of  the 

f  J.  Venning,  Representative 

Preachers  sent  by  their  respective  District  Meetings. 


Toronto  District 
do. 
.  do. 
do. 

%  do. 
Exeter  do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

London  do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Cleveland  dc 
do. 


T.  H.  Eynon,  authorized  by  the 

Bowmanville 

District 

R.  Hurley, 

ct 

Cobourg 

do. 

J.  W.  Butcher, 

(t 

Exeter 

do. 

J.  Gale, 

n 

B  jwmanville 

do. 

J.  Whitlock, 

Peterboro'  &  Victoria 

do. 

VV.  R.  Roach, 

tt 

Toronto 

do. 

T.  R.  Hull, 

n 

Cobourg 

do. 

S  r         T->  _  J  1  _ 

G.  -Bodle, 

h 

do, 

do. 

A.  Gordon, 

tt 

i  oronio 

uu. 

J.  Kenner, 

»< 

Bowmanville 

do. 

E.  Roberts, 

M 

Toronto 

do. 

G.  Dunkley, 

tt 

Cobourg 

do. 

W.  Ayers, 

M 

Bowmanville 

do. 

W.  Medland, 

It 

do. 

do. 

H.  J.  Nott, 

H 

do. 

do. 

R.  T.  Courtice, 

tt 

Cobourg 

do, 

VV.  C.  Beer, 

tt 

Peterboro'  &  Victoria 

do. 

R.  Allin, 

It 

do. 

do. 

t  J.  H.  Collins, 

(* 

P.  E.  Island 

do, 

J.  Archer, 

London 

do. 

J.  G.  Yelland, 

M 

do. 

do. 

G.  Smith, 

it 

Bowmanville 

do. 

W.  Quance, 

(4 

Exeter 

do. 

R.  B.  Rowe, 

(( 

Bowmanville 

do. 

W.  H.  Butt, 

tt 

Cobourg 

do. 

J.  Holmes, 

it 

London 

do. 

t  G  .H.  CopeJand, 

u 

do. 

do. 

J.  Ball, 

a 

P.  E.  Island 

do. 

M.  Metherell, 

ti 

Peterboro'  &  Victoria 

do. 

R.  Mallett,  B.  A., 

it 

Bowmanville 

do. 

t  Brethren  marked  thus,  failed  to  attend  Conference, 
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Kestle, 
Davidson, 
H.  Dry. 
Limbcrt. 
J.  Allin, 
Rotlins, 
t  H.  Moore, 
R.  Thomas, 
t  T.  J.  Sabine, 
J.  Pooley, 
D.  Williams, 
F.  M.  Whitlock, 
t  J.  A.  Dafoe, 


Cobourg 

Wisconsin 

Toronto 

Peterboro'  & 

C  evclind 

Wisconsin 

Cleveland 

Exeter 

Toronto 
«< 

Cobourg 

Exeter 

P.  E.  Island 


Victoria 


and 


William  Samuel  Pascoe  was  elected  President  m 
James  Joseph  Rice,  Conference  Secretary. 
Q.  2 — Who  remain  on  the  list  of  Approved  Preachers  ? 
A.— 


Paul  Robins,  (superan.) 
John  Langdon,  do. 
John  Hicks  Eynon,  do. 
John  Edwards,  do. 
Robert  Hurley,  do. 
John  Chappie,  do. 
John  Williams,  do. 
George  Haycraft,  do. 
John  W.  Butcher,  do. 
Jacob  Gale,  do. 
Jesse  Whitlock, 
William  R.  Roach, 
William  S.  Pascoe, 
William  Kenner, 
Thomas  R.  Hull,  (superan.) 
George  Bodle,  (superan.) 
Andrew  Gordon, 
John  Kenner, 
George  Webber, 
Edward  Roberts, 
William  Jolliffe, 
Archibald  Clarke, 
Henry  A.  Newcombe, 
George  Dunkley, 
Walter  Ayers, 
John  Harris, 
William  Medland, 
James  J.  Rice, 
Lewis  W.  Wickect, 
Henry  J.  Nott, 
Richard  T.  Courtice. 
William  C.  Beer, 


Stephen  H.  Rice, 
Alexander  Richard, 
R^ger  Allin, 
James  H.  Collins, 
Joseph  Archer, 
John  G.  Yelland, 
George  Smith, 
William  Quance, 
Richard  B.  Rowe, 
Thomas  Broad, 
William  H.  Butt, 
John-  Holmes, 
John  Veale, 
George  H.  Copeland, 
John  Ball, 
Moses  Metherell, 
Richard  Mallett,  B.A., 
James  Kestle, 
Robert  Davidson, 
John  Greenway, 
Thomas  H.  Dry, 
Thomas  Mason, 
John  M.  Tredrea, 
William  Limbert, 
Samuel  J.  AjUin, 
Edwin  A.  Tonkin, 
William  Rollins, 
Herman  Moore, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Thomas  J  Sabine, 
John  Pooley, 
Daniel  Williams, 


District, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
dc. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


t  Brethren  marked  thus,  tailed  to  attend  Conference. 
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Francis  M.  Whitlock, 
William  Bryenton, 


James  A.  Dafoe. 


Q.  3 — Who  are  admitted  into  full  Connexion? 
A. — James  Hoskin,  William  H.  Spargo,  John  W.  Cannom. 
Q.  4. — Who  remain  on  trial  ? 
A. — Thomas  Brown,  John  S.  Lean 

These  have  travelled  three  years. 


Fergus  O'C.  Jones, 


Thomas  W.  Blatchford,  B.A.,  Andrew  C.  Courtice,  B.A., 
William  Coombe,  William  E.  Reynolds, 

These  have  travelled  tivo  years. 


S.  W.  Muxworthy, 
S.  T.  Bartlett. 


Q.t-5. 


Wesley  Down,  *John  H.  Oke. 

These  have  travelled  one  year. 
What  Preachers  have  died  during  the  the  year  ? 


A. —Cephas  Barker,  who  was  born  at 
Chatham,  England,  on  the  26th  day  of 
February,  1818,  and  died  at  London, 
Ontario,  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, 1881.  He  devoted  himself  to 
God  when  14  years  of  age,  and  was  soon 
called  to  suffer,  for  Christ's  sake,  a  kind 
<>f  persecution  the  hardest  to  be  borne. 
He  commenced  the  work  of  preaching  in 
a  local  sphere  while  yet  a  lad  in  years,  and 
G<>d  gave  him  favor  in  the  sight  of  the 
people,  a'id  made  him  useful  in  his  work. 
He  entered  the  Itinerancv  in  1838,  and 
soon  rose  to  eminence  and  pop  larky  as  a 
preacher.  After  laboring  for  18  years  in 
England,  as  home-missionary,  Circuit  - 
preacher,  and  Missionary  Secretary,  he 
was  sent  to  Prince  Edward  Island  as  a  de- 
putation, for  the  special  purpose  of  setting 
t  he  work  there  upon  a  better  footing,  by 
removing  certain  hindrances  to  prosperity 
which  for  some  time  had  prevaded.  His 
mission  to  that  island  was  designed  to 
terminate  in  two  years,  but  it  was  length- 
ened out  to  nine.  vVhile  laboring  in  the 
Island  he  took  an'active  part  in  education- 
al reforms,  which  led  to  his  being  mobbed 
and  frequently  in  danger  of  his  life  from 
Romanists  and  others.  Not  content  with 
trying  to  do  him  bodily  injury,  his  perse- 
cutors assailed  his  good  name  ;  but  he 
steadily  pursued  his  way,  and  grandly 
lived  all  opposition  down.  He  negotiated 
the  transference  of  the  Island  work  to  this 
Conference  ;  and,  in  1864,  was  made  Pre- 
sident of  the  Canadian  Conference,  by  ap- 


pointment of  the  English  Conference.  He 
filled  the  chair  with  great  ability  on  that, 
and  on  two  other  occasions,  (in  1865  and 
1868.)  when  he  was  elected  unanimously 
to  the  Presidency  bv  his  brethren.  In 
1867,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Con- 
ference Secretary. 

He  removed  from  P.  E.  Island  to  On- 
tario in  1865,  and  was  stationed  on  the 
Cobourg  Circuit.  In  1866,  when  the  con- 
nexional  paper — the  Observer — was  start- 
ed, Bro.  Barker  was  appointed  editor  ; 
and  for  14  years  he  filled  that  office  with 
marked  ability.  During  a  large  portion 
of  that  time,  he  was  the  Manager  of  the 
Book  and  Printing  establishments,  and 
also  one  of  our  General  Treasurers — an 
office  which  he  filled  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

After  nearly  a  year  spent  in  England, 
where  he  was  in  labors  most  abundant, 
he  returned  to  Canada;  and,  by  the  last 
Conference,  was  appointed  to  the  Horton 
Street  church,  London,  and  to  the  Super- 
intendency  of  the  District.  With  his 
wanted  ardor,  he  threw  himself  into  his 
work.  Attention  was  soon  roused  to  his 
forceful  mode  of  ministering  in  holy  things, 
the  number  of  his  hearers  increased  from 
week  to  week,  fruit  of  his  labors  began 
to  appear  in  the  conversion  of  sinners, 
and  an  era  of  prosperity  apparently  had 
set  in,  when,  in  the  mysterious  provi- 
dence of  God,  our  brother  was  suddenly 
removed.  He  had  spent  a  happy  Sabbath 
in  his  usual  work,  and  during  a  Lovefeast, 


*  Bro.  Oke,  having  been  employed  immediately  after  last  Conference,  is  set  down 
as  having  travelled  one  year 
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which  terminated  his  day's  labors,  he  had 
given  solemn  and  triumphant  testimony 
to  the  power  of  grace,  and  his  assurance 
of  heaven  ;  then  he  retired  to  rest,  a.id 
when  morning  dawned  "  he  was  not,  for 
God  had  taken  him." 

Bro.  Barker  was  not  a  common  man. 
He  was  physically  and  mentally  strong, 
with  marked  individuality  of  character. 
He  excelled  equally  on  the  platform  and 
in  the  pulpit.  He  was  singularly  fearless 
in  insisting  upon  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  truth,  and  unsparing  in  his  denuncia- 
tions of  the  prevailing  sins  of  the  age. 
At  times  his  pulpit  appeals  were  over- 
whelming in  their  earn  est  nt  ss  and  power  ; 
and  often,  as  he  led  the  devotions  of  the 
people,  he  pleaded  with  God  for  himself 
and  them  with  a  pathos  and  a  power  that 
indicated  habitual  intercourse  with  God. 
During  his  43  years  of  ministerial  life,  he 
labored  arduously,  suffered  much,  and 
gathered  a  large  harvest  of  souls. 


William  Hooper  was  born  at  Lime- 
stone, in  the  parish  of  Brixton,  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  November  2nd,  1818.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  ten  children.  His  father 
was  a  pensioner  in  the  British  navy,  and 
reared  his  children  in  humble  but  Honest 
poverty.  About  the  time  of  William's 
birth,  his  parents  were  both  soundly  con- 
verted to  Christ,  and  at  once  established 
family  prayers ,  and  openly  avowed  their 
religious  profession.  Mr.  Hooper  remarks 
in  his  journal,  ''What  a  blessing  are  truly 
pious  parents  :  under  God  I  o\ve  every- 
thing to  the  example  and  prayers  of  my 
dear,  devoted  parents,'' — a  confession 
that  does  unspeakable  honor  to  both 
parents  and  son.  He  also  remarks  44  That 
his  home  was  under  that  strict  family  dis- 
cipline so  necessary  to  restrain  and  guide 
inexperienced  youth."  So  that  from  a 
child  he  was  surrounded  by  godly  in£ti- 
ences  and  engirdled  in  piety  ;  and  this 
was  a  piety  persecuted  and  tried,  for 
the  little  Methodist  Society,  of  which  Mr. 
Hooper's  parents  were  members,  worship- ' 
ing  in  the  consecrated  barn  of  his  native  pa-  j 
rish,were  soon  driven  and  dispersed  by  per- 
secution; and  a  not  less  malignant  attempt 
was  several  times  madesubsequentlyto  drive 
the  pioneer  Bible  Christian  missionaries 
from  the  same  parish;  but,  thank  Go', 
without  effect.  The  baser  sort,  urged  on 
by  formal  and  dignified  church  folk,  nnd 


the  example  and  persecuting  intolerance 
of  their  rector,  Samuel  Wilberforce,  did 
their  utmost  to  oppose  and  scatter  and 
destroy  the  Dissenting  sect.  But  William 
M.  Bailey,  the  Bible  Christian  missionary, 
was  not  made  of  such  stuff  as  despots  like; 
fearless  in  spirit,  undaunted  in  courage, 
true  as  steel  to  his  little  flock,  aud  faithful 
to  his  Master's  commission,  he  continued 
to  hold  forth  the  word  of  life  in  that  parish, 
in  the  cottage  by  the  wayside,  on  the  vil- 
lage green,  until  a  church  was  reared, 
against  which  the  gaUa  of  hell  could  not 
prevail.  Amongst  the  scores  and  scores 
who  were  converted  to  Gcd  there,  was 
William  Hooper,  who  was  received  into 
the  Church  in  his  fourteentJi,  year,  in 
March,  1832,  by  William  M.  Bailey.  Con- 
verted in  a  good  revival,  amid  the  shou*s 
of  the  redeemed,  he  ever  loved  revivals, 
and  rejoiced  in  a  good  shout.  For  a  time 
Bro.  Hooper  lived  near  to  God,  and  drank 
deeply  of  the  spirituality  and  powerof  his 
fellow  Christians,  though  he  was  living 
away  from  home  and  had  several  severe 
trials  :  but,  unfortunately,  after  this  h« 
declined  in  zeal  and  piety,  neqlected  doss 
meetings  and  became  a  backslider,  though 
presently  God  restored  unto  him  the  j<  ys 
of  his  salvation,  in  answer  to  the  fervent 
prayers  of  his  parents  and  friends.  Soon 
after  he  was  restored,  he  felt  constrained 
to  preach  Christ  to  others.  His  first  feeble 
discourse  was  preached  at  Brixton,  at  the 
invitation  of  Bro.  F.  Havcraft  ;  the  next 
Quarterly  Meeting  placed  him  on  the  plan, 
and  as  a  local  preacher  he  was  very  useful 
and  srave  some  promise  ;  but  he  felt  no 
preparation  or  desire  for  a  wider  field. 
His  education  was  limited  :  his  range  of 
knowledge  circumscribed  ;  his  opportuni- 
ties few, through  no  fault  of  his  ;  he  felt  he 
had  neither  the  education  nor  the  infor- 
mation necessary  for  the  regular  minis- 
try, and  therefore  hesitated  when  urged 
by  Richard  Sedwell  to  enter  theTtinerancy. 
But  Mr.  Sedwell  pressed  him  into  the 
work,  and  he  was  received  into  the  Minis- 
try by  the  Langtree  Conference,  m  1840. 
Without  question,  Mr.  Sedwell  was  guided 
of  God  in  directing  his  servant,  into  the 
work  to  which  God  had  called  him.  and  in 
which  he  has  been  so  signally  honored 
and  blessed.  His  first  appointment  was 
to  the  Tenterdon  Mission,  with  James 
Way  for  his  pastor.  The  station  w->s 
large  and  poor,  and  ungainly,  and  Mr. 
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Hooper  met  with  many  discouragements 
in  that  Held  ;  but,  through  the  kindness 
and  counsel  of  Mr.  Way,  he  held  on  his 
course,  made  proficiency  in  his  studies, 
greatly  improved  his  gifts  and  acquire- 
ments, and  God  blessed  his  labors  to  the 
conversion  of  souls.  In  1842,  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  Farnham  Mission,  where  he 
spent  two  years  with  much  success,  though 
the  held  was  large  and  the  work  hard,  and 
the  remuneration  small,  yet,  by  close 
study  and  a  wise  economy  of  time,  he  im- 
mensely improved  his  stock  of  information, 
and  made  himself  much  more  efficient 
as  a  minister  of  Christ.  At  the  St.  Aus 
tell  Conference  of  1844,  Mr  Hooper  was 
received  into  full  connexion.  From  this 
Conference  he  was  appointed  to  the  Sheb- 
bear  Circuit,  where  he  remained  for  one 
year,  and  was  then  removed  to  Somerton, 
where  he  worked  hard  and  did  much  good, 
but  left  before  the  year  was  closed  for 
America.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1846  that 
Bro.  Hooper,  with  Mrs.  Hooper  and  the 
brethren,  Paul  Robins  and  Henry  Ebbott. 
sailed  from  Padstow,  Cornwall,  for  the 
American  mission  field,  and  landed  safely 
at  Quebec.  Bro.  Hooper's  hist  appoint- 
ment on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
was  in  Wisconsin,  as  the  pioneer  mis- 
s'onary  in  that  distant  held.  After  five 
years  of  hard  and  trying  labor  in  the  west, 
he  returned  to  Canada,  and  was  stationed 
in  Peterboro',  where  he  was  made  a  great 
blessing  in  building  up  the  Church  and 
leading  sinners  to  Jesus.  After  this,  he 
was  stationed  in  Bowmanville,  Hampton, 
Cobourg,  Cleveland,  London,  Exeter, 
Mitchell,  and  St.  Thomas.  In  all  of  these 
stations  he  was  greatly  respected,  and  was 
more  or  less  useful.  At  Ebenezer,  in  the 
Hampton  Circuit,  and  at  Camborne,  he 
realized  his  largest  revivals  and  his  richest 
harvests  of  souls  ;  but  in  no  station  was 
he  permitted  to  labor  without  some  souls 
being  saved  ;  and  when,  after  forty-one 
years  of  faithful  ministry,  (thirty-five  of 
it  on  this  continent)  he  was  compelled,  at 
the  last  Conference,  to  seek  rest  and  super- 
annuation, he  was  worn  out  in  the  work, 
and  near  the  end  and  the  home.  His  was 
a  long, faithful  and  honored  ministry, much 
honored  of  his  brethren,  and  more  honor- 
ed of  God.  Twice  he  tilled  the  Presidential 
chair,  while  for  many  years  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  officers  and  members  of  this 
Conference.    It  is  given  to  but  few  men 


to  command  so  wide  a  respect  and  fill  so 
conspicuous  a  place  in  the  confidence  and 
love  of  their  brethren,  for  so  long  a  time, 
as  did  Bro.  Hooper.  He  did  not  command 
so  marked  a  respect  because  of  pre-emi- 
nent gifts  of  intellect,  or  genius, or  oratory. 
His  abilities  were  good  rather  than  great  ; 
and  his  talents  tine  rather  than  conspicu- 
ously distinguished.  His  i  jfluence  and 
commanding  position  among  his  brethren 
may  be  said  to  have  arisen  from  a  com- 
bination of  good  qualities,  rather  than  the 
dazzling  splendor  of  one  rare  gift.  Chief 
among  these  qualities,  were  his  tine  manly 
presence,  open  and  radiant  countenance, 
good  and  original  mental  powers,  splendid 
voice,  fine  self-possesion,  power  of  de- 
clamation, large  and  varied  information, 
deep  sympathy  of  nature,  signal  piety  and 
goodness,  and  warm  and  genial  love  of  his 
brethren.  He  was  one  who  loved  much, 
and  was  much  loved  in  return.  His  rest 
and  change  came  too  late  to  be  of  perma- 
nent value  fur  the  preservation  of  his  life. 
For  a  time,  the  change  and  sea  air  on 
Prinoe  Edward  Island  seemed  to  benefit 
him  ;  but  the  hopes  raised  were  soon 
blighted,  and  a  combination  of  diseases, 
(organic  disease  of  the  heart  and  dropsy) 
developed  rapidly.  For  five  months  he 
suffered  greatly,  sometimes  excruciatingly, 
but, in  the  midst  of  his  greatest  agonies, his 
confidence  in  God  never  faltered.  If  a 
murmur  or  complaint  was  breathed, he  im- 
mediately hushed  it,  saying,  "  God  knows 
best  "  ;  God  is  good  "  ;  "  God  is  too  wise 
to  err";  "  All  is  right,  all  is  well."  At 
times  his  soul  was  very  happy, and  between 
the  paroxysms  of  pain  he  would  talk  or 
shout  or  sing  of  his  Father's  love  and 
home.  One  day,  a  little  before  his  death, 
he  bore  this  remarkable  testimony  to 
his  Pastor,  "  I  am  on  the  verge  of  eter- 
nity ;  the  invisible  world  is  all  about  me, 
but  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
God's  word  and  of  my  own  relation  to  him, 
than  I  have  of  my  existence.  The  spirit- 
ual, the  eternal  is  true  ;  and  there  it  is, 
right  before  me  as  clear  as  day."  God  was 
indeed  glorified  in  him  ;  in  afflictions,  in 
trials,  in  much  patience,  in  the  assurance 
of  hope.  His  last  entry  in  his  journal, 
on  his  sixty-second  birthday,  was,  "  I  hope 
to  fire  a  few  more  arrows  for  my  Master, 
and  win  a  few  more  souls  for  him.  I  was 
never  more  conscious  than  now  that  with- 
out him  I  can  do  nothing."  His  last  utter- 
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anee  before  passing  away,  on  March  1st, 
1882,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  forty-second  year«.f  his  ministry, 
was,  "  1  am  too  weak  to  say  anything,  but 
it  is  all  right."  And  all  right  it  was.  and 
is,  for  one  to  leave  the  sorrowing,  suffer- 
ing scenes  of  earth  for  the  vision  and  home 
of  God.  • 


Robert  Baker,  who  was  born  near 
Barnstaple,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  Eng- 
land. Of  his  early  life,  we  have  no  know- 
ledge. He  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1862, 
and  for  the  next  three  or  four  years  resid- 
ed in  the  neighborhood  of  Exeter.  During 
a  protracted  meeting,  conducted  by  Bro. 
L.  W.  Wickett,  at  Providence,  in  the 
Exeter  Circuit,  Bro.  Baker  sought  and 
found  mercy  at  the  hands  of  God,  and  re- 
ceived a  note  of  admission  into  our  church 
from  Bro.  Wickett.  He  at  once  showed 
the  vigor  of  his  religious  life,  by  engaging 
at  once  in  earnest  work  for  God,  especially 
in  the  prayer-meeting.  Feeling  a  yearning 
for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  he  soon  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  preaching  Christ  in 
a  local  sphere, — having  in  the  meanwhile 
removed  to  Hampton,  where  he  hoped  to 
obtain  a  much  needed  opportunity  to  in- 
crease his  educational  efficiency.  Tn  his 
new  home, our  Brother  so  lived  and  labored 


as  to  obtain,  in  due  course  of  time,  a  re- 
commendation from  the  Hampton  Quarter- 
ly Meeting,  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry. 
In  1867,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Mitchell 
Station  ;  and  in  succeeding  years  labored 
in  Prince  Albert,  Fenelon,  Bowmanville, 
Ingerscll,  Huntingdon,  and  Palmyra  Sta- 
tions ;  and  at  the  Conference  of  1881,  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Wis- 
consin District.  In  all  these  stations,  our 
departed  brother  was  successful  in  winning 
souls  to  Christ.  He  lived  in  the  affection 
of  his  people  and  his  brethren.  He  greatly 
delighted  and  excelled  in  revival  work. 
Not  brilliant  as  a  preacher,  he  nevertheless 
brought  to  the  pulpit  the  fruits  of  earnest 
study,  and  from  year  to  year  grew  more 
and  more  effective  in  pulpit  work.  During 
I  his  brief  and  fatal  illness,  his  mind  was  in 
i  great  peace,  and  the  closing  scene  of  his 
life  was^ne  of  holy  triumph.  He  was  cut 
]  down  in  the  fulness  of  his  strength,  in  the 
j  14th  year  of  his  ministry  and  the  39th 
year  of  his  age,  leaving  us  an  example  of 
tine  Christian  activity  and  earnest  zeal. 
When  such  a  dispensation  of  providence 
afflicts  us,  as  this  unexpected  removal  of 
such  a  brother  from  us  is,  we  can  only, 
with  bowed  heads  and  submissive  hearts, 
cry,  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemeth 
good  in  thy  sight." 


THE  STATIONS. 

Q.  6. — How  are  the  Preachers  stationed  ? 
A.— As  follows  :  — 

/.    P.  E.  Island  District 

1.  Charlottetown— J.  Harris. 

2.  Union— J.  M.  Tredrea. 

3.  Vernon  River— J.  Ball. 

4.  Murray  Harbor— E.  A.  Tonkin. 

5.  Wheatley  River— W.  E.  Reynolds. 

6.  Summerside — J.  A.  Dafoe. 

7.  West  Cape— W.  Bryenton. 

8.  Sturgeon— To  be  supplied. 

J.  HARRIS,  Superintendent. 

J.  BALL,  Church  Secretary. 

E.  A.  TONKIN,  S.  School  Secretary. 
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//.  Cobourg  District. 

9.  Cobourg — R.  T.  Courtice. 

10.  Camborne — S.  W.  Muxworthy. 

11.  Welcome — A.  Clarke,  one  from  England,  R.  Hurley,  superannuated. 

12.  Port  Hope — G.  H.  Copeland. 

13.  Huntingdon — G.  Dunkley. 

14.  Campbellford — J.  Kestle,  J.  H.  Oke. 

15.  Belleville — D.  Williams;  G.  Bodle,  superannuated. 

A.  CLARKEj  Superintendent 

J.  KESTLE,  Church  Secretary. 

G.  H.  COPELAND,  S.  School  Secretary. 

III.  BoLumanuille  District. 

16.  Bowmanville— J.  Kenner,  R.  Mallett,  B.  A.,  S.  T.  Bartlett,  H.  J.  Nott, 
Editor ;  P.  Robins,  J.  H.  Eynon,  and  J.  Gale,  superannuated. 

17.  Hampton — R.  B.  Rowe,  W.  Down. 

18.  Columbus— H.  Moore. 

19.  Oshawa — W.  Ayers. 

20.  Prince  Albert — W.  Kenner,  another  ;  J.  Langdon,  superannuated. 

21.  Perrytown — T.  R.  Hull. 

W.  KENNER,  Superintendent, 
R.  B.  ROWE,  Church  Secretary. 
R.  MALLETT,  S.  School  Secretary. 

IV.   Peterboro'  &  Victoria  District 

22.  Peterboro' — W.  Jolliffe;  J.  W.  Butcher,  superannuated. 

23.  Little  Britain — W.  C.  Beer,  A.  Richard,  Another. 

24.  Lakefield — R.  Allin. 

25.  Fenelon — M.  Metherell. 

26.  Lindsay — W.  Limbert. 

27.  Manvers  &  Cartwright — J.  Whitlock,  T.  Brown. 

28.  Ashburnham — To  be  supplied. 

W.  JOLLIFFE,  Superintendent. 

A.  RICHARD,  Church  Secretary. 

M.  METHERELL,  S.  School  Secretary, 

V.    Toronto  District 

29.  Toronto — E.  Roberts. 

30.  Hamilton — J.  H.  Collins. 

31.  Pickering — W.  R.  Roach 

32.  Uxbridge — J.  W.  Cannom. 

33.  Sutton — J.  Pooley. 

34.  Palmerston — G.  Smith. 

35.  VViarton— T.  H.  Dry. 

W.  R.  ROACH,  Superintendent. 
J.  H.  COLLINS,  Church  Secretary 
G.  SMITH,  S.  School  Secretary 
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VI.  Exeter  District 

36.  Exeter — G.  Webber. 

37.  Mitchell— W.  S.  Pascoe ;  J.  Williams,  superannuated. 

38.  Fullarton-  J.  Veale. 

39.  Usborne — W.  Quance,  W.  Coombe. 

40.  Crediton — T.  Broad ;  J.  Edwards,  superannuated. 

41.  Bethesda  k  Hensall — F.  M.  Whitlock. 

42.  Clinton— J.  J.  Rice,  T.  W.  Blatchford,  B.A. 

43.  Colborne — T.  J.  Sabine. 

W.  S.  PASCOE,  Superintendent. 
W.  QUANCE,  Church  Secretary. 
F.  M.  WHITLOCK,  &  School  Secretary. 

VII.  London  District. 

44.  London  Centre — W.  H.  Butt. 

45.  London  South — A.  C.  Courtice,  B.A. 

46.  London  East — L.  W.  Wickett. 

47.  Lambeth — J.  G.  Yelland. 
4g.  St.  Thomas — J.  Holmes. 

49.  Talbotville — S.  H.  Rice. 

50.  Dereham — H.  A.  Newcombe. 

51.  Ingersoll — J.  Archer. 

L.  W.  WICKETT,  Superintendent 
J.  HOLMES,  Church  Secretary. 
W.  H.  BUTT,  A  School  Secretary. 

VIII.  Cleveland  District 

52.  Cleveland — S.  J.  Allin. 

53.  Orange — F.  O'C.  Jones. 

54.  Chagrin  Falls — R.  Thomas  ;  J.  Chappie,  superannuated, 

55.  Newburg— To  be  supplied. 

R.  THOMAS,  Superintendent. 

S.  J.  ALLIN,  Church  Secretary. 

F.  O'C.  JONES,  S.  School  Secretary. 

IX.  Wisconsin  District 

56.  Palmyra — W.  Medland. 

57.  Lisbon — J.  S.  Lean. 

58.  Yorkville— W.  Rollins. 

59.  Little  Prairie — G.  Haycraft. 

60.  Burlington — R,  Davidson. 

61.  Waldo — Left  open. 

W.  MEDLAND,  Superintendent 
W.  ROLLINS,  Church  Secretary. 
J.  S.  LEAN,  S.  School  Secretary. 
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X.    Manitoba  District, 

62.  Crystal  City — J.  Green  way. 

63.  Alexandria — A.  Gordon. 

64.  Grand  Valley  &  Souris — J.  Hoskin. 

65.  Winnipeg — One  wanted. 

66.  Brandon — One  wanted. 

A.  GORDON,  Superintendent 

J.  GREENWAY,  Church  Secretary. 

J.  HOSKIN,  S.  School  Secretary. 

XI.   Station  Unconnected  with  Districts.* 

67.  — Windsor — T.  Mason. 

68.  Colchester — W.  H.  Spargo. 

Q.  7. — What  are  the  Statistics  of  the  Connexion  ? 
A. — As  follows  : — 
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*  The  Missionary  Secretary  sustains  the  same  relation  to  these  stations  as  Superin- 
tendents of  Districts  do  to  the  several- Stations  in  their  Districts. 
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Q.  8. — Who  are  the  Conference  Officials  ? 

A. — W.  S.  Pascoe,  President ;  J.  J.  Rice,  Conference  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  ;  G.  Webber,  Secretary  of  the  Church  Loan  Fund  ;  H.  J.  Nott,  Editor 
and  Corresponding  Secretary  with  England  ;  E.  Roberts,  Financial  Secretary 
and  Book  Steward  ;  J.  Kenner,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Preachers'  Fund  ; 
W.  Quance,  General  Church  Secretary  ;  W.  H.  Butt,  General  School  Secretary  ; 
R.  T.  Courtice,  Missionary  Secretary  ;  J.  Kenner  and  R.  Souch.  Joint-General 
Treasurers  ;  W.  C.  Beer  and  J.  Hull,  Auditors. 

Q.  9. — Who  compose  the  Executive  and  Missionary  Committee? 

A. — The  President,  Secretary,  Editor,  Missionary  Secretary,  Superintendents 
of  Districts,  Chairman  of  Examining  Committee ;  Financial,  Church  and  Sabbath 
School  Secretaries,  General  Treasurers,  J.  H.  Eynon,  P.  Robins,  G.  Webber, 
J.  Hull,  J.  Pickard,  T.  Bowden. 

Sub-Committees — (West.) — President  and  Secretary,  G.  Webber,  J.  Pickard. 
(East)— J.  Kenner,  H.  J.  Nott,  A.  Clarke,  W.  Windatt. 
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Q.  10. — Who  compose  the  Stationing  Committee? 

A. — The  President  and  Secretary  of  Conference,  Superintendents  of  Districts, 
District  Representatives,  Editor,  Missionary  and  Financial  Secretaries,  and  J. 
Kenner. 

Q.  n. — Who  are  the  Examining  Committee? 
A. — W.  C.  Beer,  A.  Richard  and  W.  Quance. 

Q.  12. — When  and  where  shall  the  Executive  Committee  Meetings  be  held  ? 

A. — The  first  meeting  in  September,  at  Toronto  ;  the  second  meeting  in  January, 
at  Bowmanville ;  the  third  meeting,  at  Exeter,  on  the  Friday  previous  to  next 
Conference. 

Q.  13. — When  and  where  shall  the  next  Conference  be  held  ? 

A. — On  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1883,  at  the  Bible  Christian  Church, 
Exeter. — The  Preparatory  Committees  to  meet  at  the  same  place,  on  the  previous 
Friday,  at  9  o'clock,  a.m. 

Q.  14. — When  and  where  shall  the  next  District  Meetings  be  held  ? 

A. — P.  E.  Island  District,  at  Charlottetown,  on  the  first  or  second  Friday  in 
May  ;  Cobourg,  at  Welcome  ;  Bowmanville,  at  Oshawa  ;  Peterboro',  at  Lakefield  ; 
Toronto,  at  Uxbridge ;  Exeter,  at  Elimville  \  London,  at  Ingersoll  ;  Cleveland, 
at  Cleveland — all  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May  ;  Wisconsin,  at  Yorkville, 
and  Manitoba,  at  Crystal  City,  both  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May. 


Jfddress  to  the  ^octettes. 


Dearly  Beloved.  —The  flight  of  time 
having  again  brought  around  our  Annual 
Conference,  we  once  more  address  you  on 
matters, which,  in  common  with  ourselves, 
you  feel  and  acknowledge  to  bemost  import- 
ant. The  fact  that  vou  are  connected  with 
the  visiblechurch  of  God,  isan  acknowledg- 
ment by  you  of  your  conviction  that  spirit- 
ual and  eternal  things  are  of  infinitely 
more  moment  than  the  things  that  are  tem- 
poral. As  the  years  of  your  lives  shall 
multiply,  that  conviction  will  come  to  you 
with  ever-increasing  strength. 

We  rejoice  in  the  relation  which  you  sus- 
tain to  our  common  Saviour,  and  to  all 
who  lovingly  bear  His  name.  You  nave 
paic  your  vows  unto  Him,  and  He  holds 
you  to  the  daily  fulfilment  of  those  vows. 
The  obligations  you  have  assumed  are  to 
be  more  than  life-long  in  duration.  By 
your  own  solemn  consecrating  acts,  your 
all  was  to  be  given  to  God,  and  used  for 
Him,  according  to  His  revealed  will.  You 
dedicated  to  Him  your  affections,  y^ur  in- 
tellect, your  influence,  your  possessions, 
your  lives— for  ever. 


Nothing  is  truer  than  that  God  demands 
just  such  a  consecration  as  this  from  all  His 
intelligent  creatures,  and  it  behoves  you 
from  time  to  time  to  consider  how  far  you 
are  meeting,  or  are  attempting  to  meet 
His  demands  He  knows  and  will  not  for- 
get how  far  faithfulness  or  unfaithfulness 
towards  Him  has  characterized  your  lives. 
The  past,  your  past,  is  on  record.  As 
more  and  more  it  recedes  from  you,  your 
recollections  of  it  may  and  will  become 
fainter.  Many  things  that  once  stood  out 
with  prominence  and  distinctness  in  jour 
lives  have  already  faded  out  of  recollection, 
but  you  cannot  have  forgotten  the  obliga- 
tions to  which  by  God'sgreat  grace  you  have 
submitted  yourselves,  nor  the  strong  and 
valid  reasons  you  had  for  assuming  those 
obligations  To  forget  utterly  is  impossible, 
but  if  possible,  it  would  be  sinful.  Can 
you  forget  the  rich  and  full  mercy  that 
brought  you  your  pardon,  or  the  grace  that 
lifted  you  up  into  liberty  and  life  ?  Or 
that  the  paternal  love  of  our  God  has  pro 
vided  for  you.  guided  you,  defended  you, 
educated  you  for  a  life  of  higher  possibili- 
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ties  than  our  earth-life  possesses,  and  by 
gracious  communion,  often  made  your 
"  days  as  ihe  days  of  heaven  ]  " 

And  yet,  how  much  of  frailty  the  past 
has  betrayed, — weakness  of  faith,  lack  of 
zeal, unwatchfulness, too  little  religious  pro- 
gress made.  The  recollection  of  these 
things,  should  lead  to  humiliation  before 
God,  to  re-consecration,  and  to  the  more 
earnest  persuit  of  things  divine  and  eter- 
nal. Never  more  than  now  is  this  neces- 
sary. The  age  is  largely  skeptical,  you 
should  therefore  "  hold  fast  the  form  of 
sound  words,  ....  in  faith  and  love 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  "  adding  to 
the  ardency  of  your  piety, the  power  which 
cultivated  intelligence  and  accurate  know- 
ledge can  give.  Your  stronger  faith  should 
answer  and  rebut  the  challenges  which 
avowed  unbelief  is  making.  You  "should 
earvestly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was 
once  delivered  unto  the  saints."  The 
materialistic  tendencies  of  the  age  should 
be  rebuked  by  your  ever-increasing  spirit- 
uality of  mind  and  life.  Your  religious 
life  should  be  one  of  constant  growth. 

In  one  only  way  can  these  things  be  re- 
alized by  you.  You  must  assert  your  pri- 
vileges in  Christ  our  Lord.  His  blood 
can  cleanse  you,  and  you  must  not  rest 
until  it  has  fully  cleansed  you.  You  may, 
and  therefore  you  oupht  to  be  "  filled  with 
the  Spirit. "  Religion  must  be  to  you  a 
thing  of  common  every- day  life.  All  you 
do  must  be  for  God.  You  are  "called 
unto  holiness,"  and  its  fruits  must  be 
seen  in  your  tempers,  principles,  words, 
and  deeds.  You  are  to  demonstrate  the 
true  sacredness  of  life  by  the  God-like 
qualities  which  real  piety  imparts  to  it. 
"  As  He  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so 
be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation," 
is  a  scriptural  law  to  which  you  must  be 
willingly  subject  and  obedient.  If  this 
law  shall  be  operative  within  you,  it  will 
lift  and  keep  you  above  all  that  is  sordid 
and  selfish,  all  that  is  huitful  and  God- 
dishonoring,  and  make  you  instruments  of 
blessing  to  all  within  your  reach. 

"  A  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  !  "  What 
a  calling,  and  what  a  destiny  !  Blameless 
in  life,  reverent  in  worship,  conscientious 
in  service, zealous  in  well-doing,  fit  to  live, 
ready  to  die,  meet  for  heaven.  That  is 
what  you  should  be.  There  should  be  no 
strife  among  you  but  for  this  great  end, no 
contention  but  as  to  how  you  may  excel 


in  all  that  pertains  to  godliness,  no  domi- 
nant concern  save  as  to  how  you  may  best 
serve  God  in  the  world. 

Too  many,  alas !  content  themselves 
with  far  less  of  spiritual  attainment  than 
this.  They  give  too  little  time  and  care 
to  the  pursuit  of  the  "  most  excellent 
gifts."  They  are  not  so  devout,  so  prayer- 
ful, so  consistent  in  their  behaviour,  so 
regular  in  their  attendance  upon  the  means 
of  grace, or  so  conversant  witn  the  Book  of 
books  as  they  ought  to  be.  Are  there  not 
too  many  homes  where  Christ  is  not  fully 
honored,  where  no  altar-tires  burn,  and  ao 
daily  sacrifices  are  offered  ?  Is  it  not  true, 
that,  in  too  many  instances,  the  vows  of 
consecration  are  held  to  mean  but  little  of 
effort  for  God  and  the  souls  of  men,  and 
smallness  of  gift  in  aid  of  evangelizing 
work,  to  perform  which, the  church  of  God 
was  called  into  being  This  state  of  things 
will  not  cease  to  be,  until  another  Pente- 
cost is  sought  and  experienced,  and  all  are 
"  tilled  with  the  Holy  Ghost."  "  We  be- 
seech you  brethren,  and  exhort  you  by  the 
Lord  Jesus,  that  as  ye  have  received  of  us 
how  ye  ought  to  walk  and  please  God,  so 
ye  would  abound  more  and  more." 

We  would  remind  you  of  how  short 
your  time  is.  Many  and  loud  calls  are  con- 
stantly given  to  you  to  be  faithful  to  God, 
and  be  ready  for  His  call.  Death  is  con- 
tinually invading  the  church,  the  pulpit, 
and  the  family  circle.  True,  heaven  is 
the  richer  for  the  doings  of  death.  During 
the  last  year  93  have  gone  from  our 
churches,  they  have  finished  their  course, 
and  have  been  summoned  home.  Our  min- 
isterial ranks  have  thus  been  depleted  also, 
three  of  our  brethren  having  gone  to  their 
rest  and  reward,  and  to  continue  their  ser- 
vice for  God,  under  better  conditions  than 
this  life  affords, as  well  as  to  realize  perfec- 
tion of  life  forever.  Two  of  those  brethren 
had  long  been  prominent  amongst  us,  for 
they  were  among  the  formost  in  council 
and  in  work.  The  first  fell  in  the  harness  : 
after  a  happy  and  full  Sabbath's  work,  he 
suddenly  and  quietly  passed  out  of  life. 
Bro.  C.  Barker  had  long  been  known  as  a 
brother  of  great  and  various  gifts,  all  of 
which  he  had,  from  his  youth,  consecrated 
to  God.  He  was  a  brother  beloved, whose 
loss  to  us  is  not  a  small  one.  To  very 
many  his  memory  is  and  will  be  blessed. 
Bro.  W.  Hooper  was  too  well  known  to 
you  to  need  description  here.    He  was  a 
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man  highly  honored  of  God.    His  minis- 
try was  a  fruitful  one,  and  both   at  our 
council  boards,  and  in  our  denominational 
work  he  did  great  and   gainful  service. 
After  many  months   of   exquisite  bodily 
pain,  he  has  triumphantly  ascended  to  his 
rest.     We  miss  those  two  men  of  marked 
presence  and  power  from  our  Conference 
more  than  we  can  tell  ;  but  their  God  and 
ours  liveth.    Bro.   K.    Baker,    a  much 
younger  man  than  either,  has  gone  from 
us  too.    Stricken  down  in  the  fulness  of 
his  life  and  strength,  his  death  was  a  sad 
and  unexpected  suprise  to  us  all.    His  was 
a  life  of  zealous  labor, upon  which, in  all  his 
stations,  the  Master   set  His  approving 
seal.    Do  not  forget  that  these  blows  have 
fallen  heavily  upon  widowed  hearts  and 
orphaned  lives.    Let  your  prayers  go  up 
for  them  before  the  Lord.    Another  of  the 
brethren  leaves  the  active  work,  for  the 
comparative  rest  and  obscurity  of  a  super- 
annuated relation.      Bro.  Butcher  seeRs 
the  rest  and  quiet  which  advancing  years 
and  increasing  infirmity  require.    He  car- 
ries into  his  retirement  the  happy  know- 
ledge that  he  has  not  lived  in  vain, for  God 
has  used  him  as  His  instrument  in  the  con- 
version and   building  up  of  many  souls 
during  his  thirty-nine  years  of  itinerant 
life.    May  God  be  gracious  to  our  brother 
in  the  gift  of  abounding  blessings.  The 
fathers  still  remain  with  us, grey  and  bent, 
and  feeble  in  body  ;  but  living  and  labor- 
ing for  the  Master  still,  and  awaiting  with 
tranquility  and  joy  the  summons  that  must 
come  soon.     May  it  be  given  both  to  you 
and  ourselves  to  follow  them  as  they'  have 
followed  Christ. 

One  important  question  has  lately  been 
discussed  with  much  interest  by  ministers 
and  members  of  the  several  Methodist 
bodies.  We  refer  to  the  question  of  Metho- 
dist Union.  Doubtless  you  have  thought 
of  it  with  that  gravity  and  care  which  its 


importance  demands.  It  is  one  of  the 
great  questions  of  the  day.  And  it  de- 
mands recognition.  We  cannot  afford,  for 
many  reasons, to  neglect  it,  or  to  fail  to 
act  decisively  with  it  in  some  way.  It 
will  be  for  you  really  to  decide  what  course 
we, as  a  denomination, shall  pursue  in  re- 
lation to  it.  We  entertain  the  expecta- 
tion that  you  will  consider  it,  and  act  re- 
specting it  in  the  fear  of  God,  prayerfully, 
calmly  and  intelligently,  and  that  you  will 
be  careful  as  far  as  possible  to  make  your 
decision  concerning  it  subordinate  to  this 
one  only  consideration,—"  Whit  course 
will  most  glorify  God,  and  benefit  man- 
kind? "  Whatever  our  Denominational  re- 
lationship shall  be  in  the  future,  it  is  well 
for  you  and  us  to  recollect,  that  we  shall 
soon  be  beyond  the  weariness  and  strife  of 
earth.  Let  us  hold  ourselves  ready  to 
join  "the  church  of  the  first-born"  in 
hraven.  We  shall  be  ready  if  we  adorn 
our  lives  as  we  may  adorn  them. by  Christ- 
likeness,  "  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by 
longsutfering,  by  kindness,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the  word  of 
truth,  by  the  armor  of  righteousness,  on 
the  right  hand  and  on  the  left."  If  in 
these  things  we  abound,  it  will  matter 
little  to  us  how  early  we  may  fall  in  the 
battle  field,  or  how  long  we  may  have  "  to 
bear  the  burden  in  the  heat  of  the  day." 
We  shall  live  "  as  sorrowful,  yet  always 
rejoicing  ;  as  poor,  yet  making  many 
rich  ;  as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possess- 
ing all  things;  "  and  afterwards  shall  pa3S 
away  in  triumph  to  where 

"Every  heart 
batches  God's  smile  ,•  each  eye  reflects  it:  all 
Tn  body  and  in  spirit,  sunales*  mvriads. 
Filled  with  empvreal  vi^or.  filled  with  God, 
And  radiant  with  the  glory  of  the  Lamb"— 

shall  live  and  reign  forever. 

W.  S.  Pascoe,  President. 
Jamks  J.  Rice,  Secretary. 


Stress  to  the  J§ngtis1(  (Conference. 


Dear  and  Honored  Brethren. — From 
our  annual  Conference  we  again  greet  you 
in  the  Lord,  and  send  you  our  unfeigned 
and  fervent  love  in  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
feeling  that  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  are  no 


common  ties,  and,  therefore,  that  we  are 
one  not  only  in  denominational  name  and 
attachment,  but  in  the  yet  higher  and 
more  abiding  fellowships  of  the  one  spirit 
and  faith  and  hope  of  the  Eternal  Word. 
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Burn  again  of  the  same  regeneration, 
transformed  by  the  same  Holy  Ghost, 
baptized  into  the  same  baptism,  sharers 
(•f  the  same  trials,  servants  of  the  same 
blessed  Master,  set  for  the  defense  of  the 
same  truth,  accepting  the  sa.ne  grand  old 
text-book,  the  Bible  of  God,  and  pre-emi- 
nently aiming  at  the  same  simple  but  sub- 
lime results,  a  hirvest  of  souls  for  Christ,  I 
it  is  therefore  meet  that  we  should,  from 
year  to  year,  seek  to  express,  and  deepen, 
and  perfect  those  bonds  which  unite  us  so 
truly  and  permanently. 

We  rejoice  greatly  in  your  successes  and 
in  the  trophies  you  have  won  for  Christ. 
We  have  watched  with  unabated  interest 
the  manifested  presence  and  power  of  God 
among  you  from  place  to  place  and  from 
month  to  month  ;  and  we  now  beg  to  as- 
sure you  how  fervently  we  prayed  for  and 
how  greatly  we  rejoiced  in  the  ingather- 
ing to  the  churches  you  have  been  honor- 
ed to  share.  May  God  more  abundantly 
bless  you,  that  you  may  never  have  to  ask, 
Is  the  Word  true  ?  Is  Christ  able  to  save  \ 
Is  God  still  with  us  as  with  our  fathers  ? 
but  with  tremulous  gladness  may  you  ever 
feel,  God  is  with  us,  while  the  multitudes 
uf  the  saved  shall  testify  back:  Yes,  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  is  in  your  midst  as  a  crown 
of  glory. 

We  rejoice  to  have  been  permitted  this 
year  to  lead  some  souls  to  Jesus,  but  our 
conversions,  as  reported,  average  only 
about  twelve  souls  for  each  minister  em- 
ployed, and  but  tive  for  each  church  and 
preaching  place  occupied  ;  a  result  by  no 
means  commensurate  to  the  needs  of  men 
or  the  power  cf  God. 

We  are  therefore  hoping,  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, to  realise  much  greater  prosperity, for 
there  must  be  arrows  of  truth  yet  lodged 
in  the  hearts  of  the  King's  enemies,  and 
prayers  bottled  till  the  demand  becomes 
so  pressing  that  He  who  is  mighty  to  save 
shall  make  haste  to  avenge  His  own  elect. 

The  past  year  has  been  to  us  exception- 
ally trying  and  severe  in  the  demands 
made  upon  our  ranks  by  death.  We  know 
that  in  this  we  are  called  to  share  in  a 
common  grief  and  loss,  for  the  past  year 
has  been  exceptional  in  both  church  and 
state,  in  the  large  number  of  great  and 
distinguished  men  that  death  has  called 
awav.  Perhaps  thereby  God  is  teaching 
us  all  lessons  of  the  greatest  value  and  the 
widest  application  on  the  vanity  of  ihe 


earthly,  however  great,  on  the  splendor 
and  eternity  of  the  spiritual,  on  the  need 
and  final  dependence  of  all  men  upon  God 
without  them  and  the  spiritual  within 
them.  To  see  President  Garlield  ard 
Morley  Punshon,  Edward  Miall  and 
Cephas  Barker,  Dean  Stanley  and  William 
Hooper,  leaning  on  the  same  Saviour  and 
finding  their  only  support  in  the  same 
precious  truth  at  last,  is  a  delightful  testi- 
mony to  the  divinity  and  adaptation  of 
that  word  which  liveth  and  abideth  for 
ever. 

The  first  death  we  were  called  to  mourn 
was  that  of  Cephas  Barker,  in  November 
last,  after  forty- four  years  of  faithful,  suc- 
cessful and  distinguished  ministry.  His 
was  a  ministry  of  rare  gifts,  of  rare  power, 
because  of  a  still  more  rare  consecration  ; 
the  whole  man  was  laid  upon  the  altar, 
and  always  upon  the  altar.  From  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  Master's  will,  nothing 
could  divorce  him.  He  was  true  to  his 
work,  to  his  brethren,  to  the  church,  be  - 
cause true  to  God.  He  lived  and  labored 
as  one  who  must  give  an  account  ;  and 
well  he  did,  for  when  the  reckoning  time 
came  there  might  be  no  delay.  He  had 
preached  his  last  sermon  on  "  Justification 
by  faith,"  and  held  up  the  cross  over 
the  perishing  and  lost.  He  distributed 
the  memorials  of  the  Saviour's  death,  of 
which  he  was  never  again  to  partake  until 
he  drank  it  new  in  the  Father's  kingdom. 
He  spoke  to  his  dear  people  of  a  good 
hope  through  grace,  retired  to  rest,  whis- 
pering his  last  good-night,  to  awake  in  the 
light  and  sweetness  and  glory  of  heaven. 

The  second  death  we  were  called  to 
mourn  was  that  of  our  much  loved  William 
Hooper,  a  fellow-laborer  of  over  forty 
years,  and  nearly  all  of  that  lone  and 
honored  ministry  spent  on  this  continent  . 
A  form  so  prominent,  that  had  never  been 
absent  from  one  of  our  Conferences  since 
it  was  formed,  cannot  but  be  greatly  miss- 
ed ;  but  he  has  passed  from  the  work  and 
fellowship  he  loved  so  well,  and  the  suf- 
fering, and  weariness  and  griefs  he  endur- 
ed so  patiently,  to  the  rest  and  home  of 
God,  where  the  inhabitants  never  say,  "  1 
am  sick." 

The  third  death  we  were  called  to  de- 
plore was  that  of  Robert  Baker,  only 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  full  of  vigor  and  robustness,  delight- 
ing in  his  ministry  and  bringing  to  it  an 
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unquenched  ardor  with  a  passion  for  souls, 
he  was  summoned  so  soon,  so  swiftly,  to 
the  life  beyond  ;  while  a  young  wife  and 
little  children,  and  a  twice  bereaved  and 
helpless  widow  leaned  upuii  him  for  sup- 
port and  counsel.  But  neither  frieids. 
nor  work,  nor  service  could  detain  him  to 
whom  the  Master  had  said,  "  Come  up 
higher  ;  enter  into  my  joy  and  sit  down 
on  my  throne."  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  are  sadly  bereaved  as  a  Confer- 
ence, and  have  not  ministers  enough  to 
rill  our  stations.  Oh  !  that  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  would  raise  up  laborers  to  fill 
the  place  and  emu'ate  the  example  of  the 
noble  departed. 

This  Conference  is  a  sort  of  transit  on 
one  ;  our  fathers,  many  of  them,  are  ab- 
sent for  the  first  time,  and  the  work  is 
passing  into  younger  hands.  But  we  trust 
God  is  not  less  present  with  us  ;  certainly 
He  is  not  less  necessary.  "  Brethren  pray 
for  us.'"  The  presence  of  our  good  Bro. 
Bourne — your  delegate — in  this  Confer- 
ence, is  a  great  pleasure  to  us.  His  plea- 
sant intercourse,  hi3  genial  bearing,  his 
wise  counsels,  his  fine  spirit,  his  tender 
and  powerful  ministry,  have  made  him  to 
be  deeply  loved  by  us  all,  and  we  shall 
ever  retain  a  grateful  memory  of  his  visit 
to  our  Conference  and  Dominion.  The 
only  drawback  to  the  otherwise  full  cup  of 
pleasure  which  his  presence  affords,  was 
the  strange,  unaccountable  oversight  of 
yours  in  failing  to  appoint  him  our  Presi- 
dent. Please  send  him  ayain  soon  with 
his  appointment  fixed  and  his  credentials 
unquestionable.  But  be  assured  of  this, 
he  has  fulfilled  his  mission  with  an  ability, 
a  delicacy,  a  generosity  that  reflects  ^reat 


crsdit  on  him  ^nd  you.  Accept  our  sin- 
cere thanks  for  his  visit  and    your  love. 

We  have  asked  you  to  agree  to  the  super- 
annuation of  our  highly  esteemed  brother. 
John  W.  Butcher,  whose  growing  infirmi- 
ties, after  upwards  of  forty  years  of  faith- 
ful service,  have  compelled  him  to  seek 
rest  and  retirement,  where  we  hope  he 
may  find  a  sphere  of  quiet  work  fitted  to 
his  age  and  failing  strength,  and  so  finish 
his  course  with  joy.  During  the  sessions 
of  our  Conference,  very  important  matters 
ihave  engaged  our  attention  and  called 
forth  animated  and  exhaustive  discussion  ; 
jnotably,  the  extension  of  our  mission  field, 
so  as  to  overtake  the  wants  of  our  great 
jnew  Western  country,  and  the  question  of 
|"  Methodist  Union."  But  notwithstand- 
ing widely  divergent  views  at  times  ex 
'pressed,  we  have  maiutained  the  unity  of 
the  spirit  in  the  bonds  cf  love,  and  the 
Conference,  on  the  whole,  has  been  plea- 
sant and  profitable.  The  public  means  of 
grace  have  been  well  attended,  and  many 
of  the  services  times  of  refreshing  and 
power.  And  we  hope  to  live  and  labor  as 
in  the  great  Master's  eye  and  for  the  Mas- 
ter's glory,  so  that  we  may  finish  the  work 
which  He  has  given  us  to  do.  And  now, 
brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  to 
the  Word  of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to 
keep  you  from  falling  and  to  give  you  an 
inheritance  among  them  that  are  sancti- 
fied. For  so  an  abundant  entrance  shall 
be  ministered  unto  you  into  the  everlast- 
ing kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

W.  S.  Pascoe,  President. 
J.  J.  Rice,  S&Tetary. 


ADDEE SS 

from  the  lUsstatfan  U  the  Canadian  (Ronftttm. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren. — The  op-  and  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  nations, 
portunity  again  presents  itself  to  send  you,  God  will  ever  honor  those  who  honor  Him, 
from  our  annual  gathering,  a  few  words  of  but  to  despise  him  is  to  be  lightly  es- 
sympathy  and  goodwill.     We  assure  you  teemed. 

of  our  unabated  interest  in  the  work  to  !  We  can  rejoice  with  you  In  all  your 
which  you  have  given  the  best  energies  of  |  success,  for  your  success  is  ours.  Every 
your  life.  Time  only  deepens  the  convic-  j  heart  comforted,  every  life  reformed, 
tion  with  us  that  the  spread  of  pure  reli-  i  every  home  brightened,  and  every  sou] 
gion  is  essential  to  the  happinecs  of  men  saved  is  a  joy  to  us.    Our  work  must,  in 
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many  respects,  bear  a  close  resemblance 
to  yours.  Our  tield  of  labor  is  of  immense 
extent,  and  every  year  new  settlements 
arc  formed,  *-.nd  the  energies  and  resources 
of  the  church  are  taxed  to  supply  the  peo- 
ple with  the  word  of  life. 

We  have  seen  the  remark  made  respect- 
ing your  country  that  it  ''extends  from 
sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  ;"  so  that  new 
doors  are  constantly  opening  and  inviting 
your  entry.  Your  country  has  furnished 
a  home  to  the  over-crowded  populatirn  of 
England,  and  we  also  have  drawn  largely 
from  the  same  source.  We  are  thankful 
that  so  many  have  heard  the  glad  tidings 
from  your  lips,  and  that  by  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel  your  country  is  being  estab- 
lished on  a  secure  basis.  True  religion 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  enlightened 
science.  God's  word,  when  rightly  inter- 
preted, will  speak  in  harmony  with  nature, 
when  her  secrets  are  disclosed  and  her 
mysteries  explained.  The  bible,  though 
often  assailed,  lives  on,  and  as  the  years  go 
by  and  fresh  discoveries  are  made,  the 
truthfulness  of  its  records  is  placed  beyond 
all  doubt.  We  welcome  light  from  every 
quarter,  and  all  who  can  bring  it,  whether 
from  the  heavens  above  or  the  earth  be- 
neath, we  will  hail  as  co-workers.  We  do 
not  tremble  for  the  safety  of  the  ark  of 
God,  but  for  the  men  who  speak  contempt- 
uously of  that  which  has  been  sought  and 
prized  by  the  noblest  and  the  best  of  all 
ages.  The  religion  of  Christ,  is  to  day  the 
joy  and  insp- ration  of  millions  of  our  race. 
We  have  r^ad  with  great  pleasure  the  re- 
vised New  Testament,  and  whilst,  we  lose 
the  ring  of  some  of  the  familiar  passages, 
it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  so 
much  care  has  been  taken  to  prpsent  to 
the  world  the  exact  truths  which  Christ 
uttered  and  the  Apostles  wrote.  The  sale 
of  so  large  a  number  of  copies  is  a  suffici- 
ent proof  that  the  bible  still  lives  in  the 
affections  of  multitudes.  It  must  hold  its 
own,  for  it  responds  to  the  deepest  cry  of 
the  human  heart.  It  promises  the  very 
blessings  we  need  :— rest  to  the  weary, 
comfort  to  the  sad,  peace  to  the  troubled, 
and  full  and  free  forgiveness  to  all  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  No  one  but  Jesus 
has  so  sweet  an  invitation  to  the  weary  as 
this:  "Come  unto  Me  all  ye  that  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  gi/e  you 
rest. 


I     Our  ranks  have   recently    been  brok- 
en  by  the  unexpected    death    of  Bro. 
;  J.  Rock.     His  illness  was  of  short  dura- 
1  tion.    He  was  preaching  on  Wednesday 
'evening,  the  25th  of  January,  and  the 
Wednesday  following  went  to  his  rest.  Bro. 
Rock  was  sixty  years  of  age,  and  he  labor- 
ed for  twenty-hve  years  with  considerable 
success  on  several  of  our  Stations.  The 
brethren  Keen,  Ashton  and  Rock,  have 
I  died  at  about  the  same  age,  in  full  work, 
I  their  harness  on,  and  their  spirits  hope- 
ful, their  illness  in  each  case  of  only  a 
I  few  days.    Their  prayer  has  been  realized. 

"  Oh  that  without  a  lingering  groan 
L  may  the  welcome  word  receive  ; 
My  body  with  my  charge  lay  down. 
And  cease  at  once  to  work  and  live.'' 

And  still  more  sudden  was  the  death  of 
Bro.  C.  Barker.  We  read  with  surprise 
the  account  of  his  labors  during  his  stay 
in  England,  and  we  were  pained  to  find 
i  hat  his  work  was  closed  by  death  so  soon 
after  his  return  to  you.  Preaching  t<> 
others,  distributing  the  memorials  of  the 
Lord's  death  to  the  saints,  and  then  speak- 
ing to  each  other  of  all  the  way  the  Lord 
had  led  them,  and  then  an  abundant  en- 
trance into  the  Kingdom,  all  crowded  into 
one  short  but  ever  memorable  Sabbath. 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord."  We  trust  that  his  mantle  may 
fall  on  others,  and  that  we  who  remain 
may  work  with  increased  earnestness  and 
devotion,  because  the  night  in  which  no 
man  can  work  is  so  near  at  hand. 

This  Conference  will  be  a  very  memorable 
and  profitable  one  with  us.  It  will  be 
memorable  because  Bro.  Bourne  is  our 
President,  and  the  service  he  is  rendering 
by  his  preaching  and  addresses  ;  and  his 
demeanor  and  Christian-like  spirit  must  re- 
sult in  good  to  us  all.  Our  brother's  praise 
is  in  all  the  churches,  and  deservedly  so 
We  esteem  him  veryhighlv  for  his  works' 
sake,  and  we  pray  that  his  life  may  long 
be  sp°red,  and  his  health  continued  ;  that 
he  may,  with  his  wonted  tenderness  and 
power,  make  known  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  and  proclaim  the  glorious 
gospel  of  the  blessed  God. 

Bro.  Foster's  health  necessitates  his 
superannuation,  and  Bro.  Hancock's  is  not 
sufficiently  re-established  to  enable  him  to 
enter  into  full  work  again.  The  brethren 
J.  Way,  J.  Roberts,   T.  Allen,  and  J. 
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Ridclift,  are  still  spared,  and  render,  in  *'  Now  the  L^rd  of  peace  himself  give 

various  ways,  service  to  the  church.  you  peace  always  by   all   means.  The 

Our  success  has  not  been  what  we  have  Lord  be  with  y°u  a11-    Amen  !" 

desired,  but  the  souls  converted  duiing  By  order  of  the  Conference, 

the  year  prove  that  the  Lord  is  still  in  F.  W.  Bourne,  President. 

our  mid3t.  James  Stoyel,  Secretary. 


ddreus  to  the  ^nstrnlmn  Conference. 


Dear  Brethren,  and  Fellow- Labor-  i 
ers  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  Greeting. — 
Your  annual  Address  to  us,  so  expressive  j 
of  sympathy  and  goodwill,  was  received 
while  in  Conference  assembled,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  more  than  an  ordinary  char- 
acter, being  borne  by  the  hand  and  ex- 
pressed by  the  living  voice  of  the  dear 
and  honored  brother  of  whom  you  made 
choice  to  preside  over  your  annual  Con- 
ference, thus  wisely  seizing  your  opportu- 
nity to  make  his  visit  among  you  what  it 
has  been,  and  attended  with  such  beloved 
results. 

Although  representing  you  in  the  rela- 
tion mentioned,  yet  equally  with  your- 
selves, we  hail  with  pleasure  the  presence 
of  Bro.  Bourne  among  us  in  our  Canadian 
Conference,  and,  as  time  and  opportunity 
may  offer, we  shall  be  glad  for  him  to  visit 
some  of  the  most  important  points  in  our 
Canadian  field,  beii3ving,  as  we  do,  that 
we  shall  be  highly  benefitted  and  that  im- 
portant service  will  be  rendered  to  our 
cause.  His  stirring  addresses,  his  wise 
counsels, combined  with  the  genial  Christ- 
like spirit,  as  with  you,  has  won  our  high- 
est respect  and  most  sincere  love. 

We  beg  to  assure  you  that  any  joy  of 
yours,  induced  by  our  success,  not  only 
brings  to  us  a  noble  inspiration  but  wakes 
kindred  feeling  on  our  part.  The  cause 
of  Christ,  in  which  we  serve,  is  common 
both  to  us  and  you,  hence  the  similarity 
of  labor  to  which  you  so  happily  al- 
lude, and  the  same  will  largely  apply, 
doubtless, to  the  fields  of  labor  occupied. 

The  fact  of  our  relation  as  partners  of 
like  precious  faith  and  fellow-heirs  to  the 
grace  of  life,  gives  us  the  warrant  to  ad- 
dress you  as  fellow-laborers  in  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  called  to  serve  under  the  same 
Master,  prompttd  by  the  same  spirit, 
declaring  the  same  message  ;  one  in  hope, 
in  object  and  aim  ;  with  the  same  incen- 


tives to  continue  to  labor  until  the  Master 
shall  dismiss  from  service,  pronounce  the 
well  done,  and  graciously  confer  the 
promised  reward. 

Instances,  still  very  fresh  in  memory, 
have  occurred,  both  with  us  and  you,  as 
evidence  of  the  fact,  that  however  efficient 
and  honored  the  laborer,  he  may  suddenly 
terminate  his  labors,  and  it  be  left  to 
others  to  till  his  nlace.  A  solemn  feeling 
steals  upou  us  at  the  mention  of  names  of 
highly  esteemed  brethren,  which  have 
been  called  on  our  active  ministerial  list 
for  the  last  time,  such  as  C.  Barker,  W. 
Hooper  and  R.  Baker.  These  removals 
by  death  from  our  ranks  are  felt  to 
be  an  all  but  irreparable  loss,  yet  we 
bow  submissively  in  our  acknowledgment 
of  Divine  wisdom.  "Even  so  Father  for 
so  it  stemeth  good  in  thy  sight  "  They 
were  ripe  for  the  harvest,  and  ready  for 
the  garner. 

Bro  J.  W.  Butcher,  after  thirty- 
nine  years  of  successful  labor  in  the 
ministry  among  us,  seeks  a  superannuated 
relation,  which  has  been  readily  accorded 
him  He  is  sufficiently  vigorous, however, 
to  render  some  service  to  the  cause  where 
he  may  choose  to  locate. 

We  deeply  sympathize  with  you  in  the 
loss  you  have  sustained  through  the  death 
of  Bro.  J  Rock,  who  was  so  highly  es  • 
,  teemed  and  sincerely  loved,  and  whose 
'  place  in  the  ministry,  arising  from  the 
paucity  of  laborers,  you  doubtless  will  find 
!  it  difficult  to  fill. 

The  reported  area  of  our  field,  namely, 
"  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth," 
as  you  have  heard,  though  not  altogether 
j  untrue,  even  when  playfully  applied,  yet, 
does  not  seem  to  form  a  boundary  line 
!  beyond  which  the  rush  of  immigration 
I  does  not  seem  to  pass,  even  to  regions  yet 
beyond     How  to  man  and  sustain  our 
new  mission  field  in  Manitoba  and  the 
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North  West,  to  which  many  hundreds,  if 
not  thousands, of  oui  own  people  are  going, 
has  been  and  still  is  a  question  of  seriou8 
deliberation;  and  the  new  settlements  in 
your  own  Colony,  formed,  doubtless,  in 
part  at  any  rate,  by  those  of  your  own 
societies,  who  have  migrated  .rom  older ' 
settlements,  open  to  you  inviting  doors, 
which,  because  of  limited  resources,  you 
tind  it  difficult  to  enter.  May  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest  thrust  out  laborers,  and 
the  liberal  devise  liberal  things  in  sup- 
plying pecuniary  means. 

The  question  of  Methodistic  Union,  now 
so  generally  under  discussion, will  demand 
from  us  serious  deliberation,  and,  as  other 
Methodist  bodies  have  done  in  their  an- 
nual featherings,  we  shall  need  to  place 
ourselves  in  a  position  to  receive  and 
consider  proposals  of  a  union  basis. 
The  immaturity  of  the  movement  will 
require  caution,  and  should  debar  pre- 
cipitancy. We  need  the  wisdom  that  is 
profitable  to  direct,  on  a  question  of  such 
grave  import.  Whether  any  basis  can  be 
laid  that*  will  secure  greater  success  in  a 
united,  than  in  our  present  relation  and 
manner  of  working,  the  future  must  reveal. 
As  a  Conference, we  have  been  necessitated 
by  the  force  of  circumstances  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  confer  with  other  committees 
in  regard  to  preliminaries. 

The  discussions  on  important  matters 
brought  before  our  Conference,  have  been 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
kindly  Christian  feeling.    Our  public  ser- 


vices have  been  seasons  of  refreshing,  and 
the  presence  of  the  Master  has  been  bless- 
edly realized. 

The  limited  measure  of  success,  as  shown 
by  our  statistical  record  for  the  present 
year,  moved  us  to  honest  enquiry,  aud 
I  great  searchings  of  heart,  and  prompts 
us  to  greater  diligence  in  the  use  of  every 
means  necessary  to  more  satisfactory  re- 
sults. Holiness  is  power,  may  it  be  writ- 
ten on  every  heart,  and  practised  in  every 
life. 

The  ultimate  issue  and  triumph  of 
Divine  truth  are  certain.  God  hath  spoken 
it.  The  Cross  and  Christianity  are  the 
greatest  moral  forces  in  the  Universe  to- 
day. The  gospel  provision  is  the  only 
adequate  supply  for  human  want.  The 
name  of  Jesus  is  being  increasingly  exalt- 
ed, and  at  His  supremacy  every  knee  shall 
yet  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess,  and  a 
world  redeemed,  conquered,  blessed  and 
saved  by  the  might  of  Divine  love,  shail 
pay  universal  homage  to  Him  whose  right 
it  is  to  reign. 

Conscious  of  the  honor  and  obligation  of 
any  divinely  appointed  instrumentality  to 
help  carry  out  the  commission  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  ;  we  repeat 
our  greeting  as  fellow- heirs  of  grace,  and 
fellow-laborers  in  this  service,  and  pray 
that  in  the  day  of  Christ  all  may  rejoice 
that  we  have  not  run  in  vain,  nor  labored 
in  vain. 

W.  S.  Pascoe,  President. 
J.  J.  Rice  Secretary. 


REPORTS- 


FINANCE 

In  submitting  their  report,  the  Treasu- 
rers deem  the  following  points  noteworthy, 
viz.: — 1.  That  according  to  the  investiga- 
tions of  committee,  our  total  connexional 
liabilities  at  June,  1880,  were.  $65,579  26 

The  supposed  assets  were   11,698  00 

/   

Leaving  a  balance  to  be  pro- 
vided of  "  $53,881  26 

Of  the  assets,  it  has  been  found  that  $500 
that  stood  against  St.  Thomas  church  had 
long  previously  been  voted  by  Conference, 


REPORT. 

though  not  written  off ;  that  in  arranging 
with  the  friends  in  Lindsay,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  throw  off  $950  held  against  the 
estate,  while  the  old  church  has  decreased 
$50  in  supposed  value ;  that  the  $600  which 
had  stood  against  the  Windsor  estate  had 
been  reduced  to  $418. 12,  showing  a  loss  of 
$181.88,  and  a  total  reduction  in  the  value 
of  assets  of  $1,681.88. 

2.  That  the  interest  on  borrowed  capi- 
tal had  only  been  calculated  up  to  June  1, 
1881,  and  the  canvass  not  being  completed 


22 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES 


in  time  to  secure  pledges  till  the  first  of 
August,  at  which  time  a  number  of  thous- 
ands of  dollars  remained  unpaid,  thereby 
produced  loss  in  interest  on  said  amouut. 

3.  On  .June  1,  1882,  there  remained  a 
balance  of  unpaid  subscriptions  of  $1,289- 
.72,  showing  the  districts  to  stand  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : — 

Cobourg,  still  due  $  45  50 

Exeter,      "     "    170  00 

London,     "     "    287  75 

Toronto,     "     "    252  GO 

P.  E  Island,  still  due   25  00 

Victoria  and  Peterboro',  still  due.  370  50 

B  .wmanville,  still  due   123  32 

Observer  list    9  05 


$1,289  72 

Windsor,  $1.00  to  the  good  ;  Rock  Lake, 
complete  ;  Wisconsin,  complete  ;  Cleve- 
land, surplus;  E.  Roberts'  list,  $347  95 
to  the  good  ;  Special  list,  $210.00  to  the 

good. 

4.  In  borrowing  and  paying  off,  in  re- 
ceiving of  subscriptions,  paying  interest 
and  reducing  indebtedness,  about  $700.00 
per  week  in  theaveragehave  passed  through 
the  Treasurer's  hands  during  the  two  years. 
An  effort  has  been  made  amidst  much  anx- 
iety to  get  at  a  correct  knowledge  of  our 
financial  position  at  the  present  time  ;  to 
that  end  the  following  figures  are  sub- 
mitted : 


Total  amount  of  money 

borrowed   $33,119  00 

Interest  to  the  l«t  of 

June,  1882   1,228  27 


$34,347  27 


ASSETS. 

Loan  to  Belleville   200  00 

Lindsay  old  church   750  00 

"      new  church  and 

parsonage   2,221  70 

Peterboro'  church   2,603  50 

Alexandria  parsonage...  230  0(7 
Interest  on  the  alvwe  to 

June  1,  1882   135  18 

Dip  as  overpaid  to  VV. 

Kinley   87  50 

Balance  of  subscription 

promised   1,289  72 

Balance  in  Treasurers 

hands   4.292  5i 


11,813  13 
22  534  14 


Balance  of  Connexional 

indebtedness  

The  amount  of  cash  borrowed  bears  the 
the  following  rates  of  interest  : 

At  6  per  cent   $19,219  00 

At  6.^  p«r  cent.  ..  4  000  00 

At  7  p*r  c-mt   5,500  00 

At  8  ptr  c*nt   1,400  00 

At  $50  per  quarter   3,000  00 

  33.119  00 

The  average  interest  is  $6.37  and  a  frac- 
tion per  cent,  or  a  total  of  $2,110.14. 

J.  Kenner. 
The  report  was  adopted.    Bro.  Kenner 
was  heartily  thanked  for  his  services,  and 
reappointed. 


CHURCH  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

In  presenting  this  Annual  Report  your  j  On  the  debt  side  we  have  the  following- 
Secretary  regrets  that  he  still  is  unable  to  j  Debt  returned  last  year,  $58,906  81  ;  pre: 
express  himself  as  satisfied  with  the  state  sent  debt,  $59,582  52,  being  an  increase 
of  things  in  this  department.  It  seems  j  of  debt  of  $675  71.  Toward  this  debt 
that  even  yet  sufficient  care  has  not  been  there  are  subscriptions  promised  to  the 
bestowed  upon  the  accounts  in  tilling  up  amount  of  $3,920  16,  making  the  total 
the  schedules,  or  perhaps  in  auditing  the  debt  unprovided  for  $55,656  36. 
Church  Steward's  and  Trustee  Steward's  Taking  up  the  separate  districts,  show- 
books.  jnor  as  far  as  the  returns  from  the  District 

We  find  the  total  receipts  for  the  year  Secretaries  will  enable  me  to  do,  we  find 
to  be  $27,503  29i  ;  disbursements,  $33.-  the  following  :— 
157  50]y,  showing  an  increase  of  receipts  ° 

over  last  year  of  $4,147  36^,  and  of  dis-  1P-  K  [sIand  ^^'  ''  ^  -Here  two 
bursements  $12  707  04^.    "  churches  have  been  built  and  opened  dur 


The  Comparative  Statement  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Total  value  of  church  property  last 
year  was  $370,998  75  ;  present  va'ue, 
$387,042  32,  the  increase  for  the  \  ear 
beinff  $16,195  41.  The  returns  show  that 
there  have  been  improvements  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $9,155  16  ;  new  church  property, 
$6,710  25  ;  new  parsonage  property, $800. 


ina;  the  year,  valued  at  $1,350.  Murray 
Harbor  church  has  been  completed  and 
opened  for  worship,  at  an  additional  coat 
of  $306.  There  has  been  paid  as  princi- 
pal $699  75.  The  increase  of  value  from 
new  property  and  impiovements  is 
$1,826  14  :  present  value  is  $26,836  99  . 
debt,  $2,562  66. 


OF  THE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 


23 


2.  Cobourg. — On  this  district  one  church  'comodation  for  330  persons.  At  Holmes- 
has  been  built  at  Eldorado,  on  the  Hunt-  J  ville,on  the  Clinton  circuit,  one  of  the  most 


ingdon  circuit,  at  a  cost  of  81100.  Very 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  Cobourg  church 
a  cost  of  8883.09,  and 


at 


beautiful  churches  in  the  denomination 
has  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $2,080,  towards 
which  $1,870  have  been  paid.     At  Cred- 


the  whole  of  the  itan  a  Parsonage  has  been  purchased,  at  a 


expenses  have  been  met.  The  Campbell- 
ford  church  has  been  painted  and  fenced, 
and  the  Camborne  church  has  been  paint- 
ed. The  increase  jf  church  and  parsonage 
for  the  year  is  82,093.64.  Present  value 
for  the  district,  838,052. 03.  Present  debt, 
85,273.60. 


3.  Bowmanville.— Considerable  activity 
has  been    manifested  in  connection  with 
our  church  estates  on  this  district  during 
the  year.    The  following  sums  have  been 
paid  in  reducing  the  principal  :  Bowman- 
ville church,  8120.00  ;  Hampton  church, 
8300.00  ;  Enfield  church,  8134.00  ;  Brook  - 
lin  church,  860  00  ;  at  Oshawa  8600.00 
has  been  paid  on  the  church  and  8110.00 
on    the    parsonage.    The  Bowmanville 
church  has  been  improved  and  the  im- 
provements paid  for  ;  Bethesda church,  on 
the  same  circuit,  has  been  improved  at  a 
cost  of    8429.00  and    all  met.  Siloam 
church,  on  the  Columbus  circuit,  has  been 
improved  and  paid  for.     On  the  Oshawa 
church  8185.00  has  been  expended  for  the 
same  purpose.    Total  value  of  church  pro- 
perty for  the  district,  861.948.46,  being 
an  increase  this  year  of  8822.97.  Present 
debt  86,024.71. 

4.  Peterhoro,  and  Victoria. — In  this 
district  one  church  has  been  built  en  the 
Lakefield  circuit,  at  a  cost  of  81200.00  and 
paid  for.  Principal  paid  off"  during  the 
year  81.536  35.  Value  of  church  property 
in  this  district  is  856,534.04,  being  an  in- 
crease for  the  year  of  $1,376.76.  Present 
debt  $10,582.10. 

5.  Toronto.  — Though  this  is  a  mission 
district,  the  debt  on  the  estates  is  larger 
than  on  any  other,being  $13,073.92.  Prin- 
cipal paid  off  during  the  year  $213.02. 
Present  value  of  property  $47,872.39, 
being  an  increase  of  $233.61.  Present 
debt  $12,876  00. 

6.  Exeter. — The  largest  increase  to  our 
church  estates  for  the  year  has  been  on 
this  district.  At  Exeter  a  large  addition 
has  been  made  to  the  church,  involving  an 
outlay  of  $4,400,  $2,200  of  which 
been  paid,  and  providing  increased  ac 


cost  of  $800.  Considerable  improvements 
have  been  made  in  all  the  circuits  in  this 
district  as  84,929  65  has  been  returned  as 
improvements.  Value  at  present  is  $57,- 
899.20.  Increase  this  year  $7,449.65. 
Present  Debt  $5,159.26. 

7.  Loudon.  This  district  has  also  shown 
great  zeal  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  our  church  estates.  At  London 
Centre  the  parsonage  has  been  improved 
and  furnished  at  a  cost  of  $346.46.  At 
Delaware, in  theLambeth  circuit, the  church 
has  been  very  much  improved  and  an 
organ  has  been  put  into  the  Lambeth 
church.  At  Dereham  $140  has  been  paid 
for  improvements — and  $113.22  at  St. 
Thomas.  Ingersoll  has  during  the  past 
year  made  a  very  fine  effort,  and  paid  off 
$300,  thus  reducing  the  debt  from  $900  to 
$600.  Present  district  value  $36,967.51. 
Increase  for  the  year  $1,004.39.  Present 
debt  $9,0?9.92. 

8  Cleveland. — Our  friends  across  the 
line  are  desirous  of  keeping  their  churches 
in  good  condition.  The  church  in  Cleve- 
land has  been  improved  at  a  cost  of  $175. 
Improvements  to  the  amount  of  $243  have 
been  made.  Present  value  $26,135.19. 
Present  debt  $3,986.15. 

9.  Wisconsin. — The  returns  from  this 
district  are  so  imperfect  that  very  little 
can  be  said  about  church  property  on  the 
district.  A  church  has  been  built  at  Waldo, 
costing  $845. 25.  Present  value  $26.102. 75. 
Increai-e  for  the  year  $1,085.25.  Present 
debt  $610. 

10.  Stations  unconnected  with  districts. 
— Your  Secretary  learns  that  in  the  North- 
West  two  churches  have  been  built,  but 
no  information  concerning  them  has  been 
forwarded  to  him. 

On  the  whole  there  is  a  very  laudable 
activity  manifested  by  our  friends,  in  re- 
lation to  our  Trust  Estates.  And  the 
prayer  of  your  Secretary  is,  that,  upon 
those  who  assemble  to  worship  in  those 
churches,  the  Spirit  of  <rod  may  abundant- 
has  I     rest'  tnat  Sreat  §raC6  may  De  upon  all. 

W,  Quance,  Gen.  Ch.  Sec. 
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SABBATH  SCHOOL  SECRETARY'S  REPORT— 1881-2. 
Your  Sabbath  School  Secretary,  in  presenting  the  statistical  returns  of  our 
Sabbath  School  work,  begs  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  important 
points  : — 

1.  The  schools  on  the  Prince  Edward  Island  District,  on  the  whole,  are  in  a 
nourishing  condition,  there  being  an  increase  of  1  school,  15  teachers,  and  112 
scholars ;  while  the  cash  receipts  are  ov.-r  $95  in  advance  ot  last  year.  In  this 
District  there  is  a  decided  preference  shown  for  the  Sunday  School  Ensign  over 
all  other  papers.  It  strikes  me,  however,  that  the  literature  in  Charlottetown 
school  is  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  children,  there  being  but  200  volumes 
in  the  library,  with  only  30  copies  of  the  Ensign  subscribed  for  to  provide  read- 
ing matter  for  a  school  of  200,  with  an  average  attendance  of  150.  West  Cape, 
with  3  schools,  takes  only  2  Ensigns,  and  no  other  paper?.  Some  suggestions 
from  the  District  Meeting  I  will  lay  before  you  in  a  separate  Jorm. 

2.  Cobourg  District,  with  the  same  number  of  schools  as  last  year,  reports  an 
increase  of  10  teachers,  28  scholars,  and  $224.91  raised  for  school  purposes. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  the  Ensign,  which  stands  well  as  com- 
pared with  the  circulation  of  other  papers,  there  being  343  Ensigns  against  183 
other  papers. 

3.  Bowmanville  District  reports  an  increase  of  2  schools,  11  teachers,  79 
scholars,  705  books  in  the  libraries,  and  $73.80  cash  receipts.  Perrytown  returns 
are  very  imperfect,  and  the  District  Secretary  wonders  how  the  friends  on  that 
Mission  carry  on  schools  without  raising  any  money.  There  is  in  this  District 
a  decrease  of  32  Ensigns,  while  there  is  an  increase  of  57  other  papers.  Prince 
Aloert  mission,  with  3  schools,  does  not  take  a  single  Ensign,  while  85  other 
papers  are  subscribed  for. 

4.  Peterboro'  &  Victoria  District  presents  a  bad  showing  throughout — a  de- 
crease of  2  schools,  3  teachers,  32  scholars,  and  $6.68.  In  the  matter  of  Ensigns, 
the  report  is  still  worse.  There  is  a  decrease  of  249  Ensigns,  while  there  is  an 
increase  of  333  other  pipers.  There  are  taken  on  the  J.istrict  249  Ensigns,  as 
against  552  other  papers.  Little  Britain  circuit  appears  in  a  bad  light  in  this 
department.  It  has  8  schools,  with  645  scholars,  and  only  takes  19  Ensigns, 
while  23c  other  papers  are  subscribed  for.  Better  things  should  be  expected 
from  wnat,  in  most  respects,  may  be  termed  the  banner  circuit  of  the  District. 
Both  Manvers  and  Fenelon  show  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  our  own  literature,  as 
compared  with  other  periodicals,  there  being  45  against  196,  and  11  againgt  80, 
respectively. 

5.  Toronto  District  shows  an  increase  all  along  the  line — 5  schools,  4  teachers, 
119  scholars,  80  Ensigns,  and  $84.74  raised  for  school  purposes.  Uxbridge,  re- 
ceiving a  grant  of  $130  from  the  Conference,  with  2  schools  on  the  Mission, 
numbering  68  schclars,  takes  no  Ensign,  but  subscribes  for  20  other  papers. 
Toronto  School,  with  144  scholars,  takes  only  35  Ensigns,  as  against  170  other 
papers.    Wiarton  takes  30  Ensigns  and  84  other  papers 

6.  Exeter  District  reports  the  same  number  of  schools  as  last  year,  with  an 
increase  of  1  teacher,  130  scholars,  and  146.38  cash  receipts.  It  is  to  be  dtj 
plored  that  there  is  such  a  falling  off  in  the  circulation  of  the  Ensign  in  this  Dis- 
trict, as  well  as  in  the  Peterboro'  k  Victoria  District.  While  there  is  an  increase 
of  317  other  papers,  there  is  a  decrease  of  197  Ensigns.  Fullarton,  with  3  schools, 
and  184  scholars,  takes  no  Ensigns,  but  subscribes  for  55  other  papers.  In  the 
support  of  denominational  literature,  Exeter  is  doubtless  the  banner  s  hoM  in 
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the  Conference,  as  the  returns  of  the  2  schools  show  that  180  Ensigns  are  taken, 
as  against  60  other  papers. 

7.  London  District  appears  to  be  cbing  well  in  the  Sabbath  School  depart- 
ment. Special  mention  is  made  by  the  District  Secretary,  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  London  East  and  London  South  schools.  As  Windsor  District  was 
abolished  last  year  and  a  part  of  the  ground  transferred  to  the  London  District, 
I  cannot  give  a  comparative  statement  of  the  latter',  as  compared  with  last  year's 
returns.  There  are  269  Ensigns  taken,  as  against  389  other  papers.  Ingersoll, 
with  2  schools  and  172  scholars,  and  drawing  $90  from  the  Missionary  Society, 
takes  no  Ensigns,  but  distributes  85  other  papers. 

9.  Cleveland  District,  though  small,  presents  a  fair  showing.  It  reports  an  in- 
crease of  4  teachers,  9  scholars,  and  $20.68.  In  all  the  Districts  there  is  not  a 
single  Ensign  taken,  while  165  other  papers  are  received  and  distributed  among 
308  scholars.  For  some  reason  or  other,  the  Ensign  does  not  receive  much 
tavor  nor  patronage  from  our  American  friends. 

10.  Wisconsin  District  reports  the  same  number  of  schools,  with  a  decrease  of 
10  teachers,  and  an  increase  of  36  scholarj,  and  $64  78.  Palmyra  is  the  only 
circuit  in  the  District  that  takes  Ensigns,  and  that  is  to  the  extent  ot  52  copies, 
while  on  the  District  304  other  papeis  are  subscribed  for. 

11.  Stations  unconnected  with  Districts  report  as  follows  : — 

Windsor,  1  school,  12  teachers,  92  scholars  6  conversions,  8  church  members, 
100  volumes  in  library,  50  Ensigns,  and  $23  97  raised  for  school  purposes.  The 
pastor  says,  "  This  school  is  doing  well.  The  attendance  is  more  than  double 
what  it  was  a  year  ago ;  so  are  the  collections." 

Colchester,  2  schools.  15  teachers,  72  scholars,  5  conversions,  13  church 
members,  100  volumes  in  libraries,  43  Ensigns  taken,  and  $10.82  raised  for 
school  purposes. 

Manitoba,  2  schools,  13  teachers,  63  scholars, 4  church  members,  15  Ensigns^ 
and  $10  raised  for  school  purposes.  The  pastor  says,  "Crystal  City  Sabbath 
School  was  only  very  recently  organized,  and  this  accounts  for  papers  not  being 
taken,  etc." 

In  summarizing,  I  would  say  that  the  returns  under  the  head  of  "  teetotallers," 
are  so  imperfect  and  irregular  that  but  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the 
figures.  They  vary  very  much  from  year  to  year.  We  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  forming  Juvenile  Temperance  Societies  in  connection  with  our  Sabbath 
Schools,  and  the  desirability  of  circulating  temperance  pledge  cards,  so  that  not 
only  fuller  and  more  complete  returns  may  be  secured,  but  that  the  children  may 
grow  up  fully  indoctrinated  with  teetotal  principles. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  large  increase  in  the  average  attendance  of  teachers, 
as  well  as  in  the  regular  attendance  of  scholars.  There  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  number  of  schools  kept  open  during  the  year,  and  a  greater  interest  is 
evidently  being  manifested  in  teachers'  meetings,  which,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
are  held  quarterly.  The  international  lessons  are  almost  universally  used  in  our 
schools. 

The  greatest  drawback,  and  one  which  must  have  struck  your  minds  rather 
forcibly,  in  connection  with  the  former  part  of  this  report — one  which  your  Sec- 
retary called  attention  to  in  part,  through  the  Observer — one  that  presents  so 
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serious  an  aspect  as  to  call  for  a  close  and  searching  examination,  is  the  fact  that 
the  Sunday  School  Ensign  does  not  receive  that  patronage  and  support  from  our 
Sunday  Schools  which  it  deserves.  While  there  has  been  an  increase  of  850 
other  papers,  there  has  been  a  sad  decreise  of  451  Ensigns  ;  so  that  instead  of 
our  own  denominational  paper  being  in  the  ascendant  as  it  should  be,  it  is  cast 
into  the  shade  by  other  papers  of  lesser  merit.  Tne  totals  show  that  only  2443 
Ensigns  are  taken,  as  against  3,026  other  papers.  Is  not  the  decrease  of  the 
Ensign  largely  due  to  its  change  of  form  and  the  inferiority  of  its  mechanical 
execution  ?  We  hope  this  matter  may  receive  due  consideration,  and  that  more 
actention  be  given  by  the  brethren  to  the  circulation  of  the  Ensign. 

W.  H.  BUTT 

REPORT  OF  BOOK-STEWARD. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report,  I  do  it  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  pleeasure, 
for  while  the  duties  connected  with  the  office  have  been  at  times  quite  onerous, 
and  the  time  required  to  perform  them  more  than  could  well  be  spared  from 
other  important  duties,  yet  it  has  been  a  service  not  devoid  of  pleasing  aspects, 
nor  unblessed  with  somi  d  gree  of  satisfact'on ;  for  it  has  placed  me  in 
direct  correspondence  with  a  large  number  of  my  brethren,  enabling  me  to  enjoy 
their  confidence,  and  the  consciousness  that  in  serving  the  interest  of  the  Book- 
room,  I  was  also,  by  my  liberal  discounts  and  suitable  selection  of  books,  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  my  patrons.  I  trust  the  interest  taken  by  so  many  in 
ordering  Libraries,  Reward?,  and  literature  of  all  needed  kinds,  will  be  felt  by  all. 
as  we  are  prepared  to  allow  as  large  a  discount  on  all  books  as  can  be  procured 
from  any  establishment  in  Canada  or  the  United  States.  The  accounts  for  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 

Cash  received  for  sales  through  the  year  $1530*56 

Cash  paid  for  goods  $1334.70 

Salary   50.00 

  1384.70 


Balance  in  Cash  $  145.86 

TO   CAPITAL  ACCOUNT. 


Stock  last  year  $1144.54 

Accounts  due  last  Conference  50.00 

Amount  due  England   100.00 

Reduction  in  value  of  Stock.  .  70.00 
Profit  on  the  year's  operation    3 5 3. 40 


$1717.94 


Stock  in  hand  $1423.25 

Accounts  due   148.83 

Cash  in  hand  145-86 


$1774-94 

E.  Roberts, 


EDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Showed  that  the  receipts  for  the  year  ending  May  31st  were,  including  the  balance 

of  previous  year  $3483.02 

Disbursements   3122.58 

Balance  on  the  year's  operations  $  360.44 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTE. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  devout  thankfulness  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  that 
your  Committee,  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the  accounts,  are  able  to  repor- 
that  in  every  department  save  one  there  has  been  a  marked  and  gratifying  im- 
provement during  the  year 

The  Missionary  receipts  show  an  increase  of  $  699.50 

The  Quarterly  receipts  have  improved   677  89 

The  Beneficent  Fund  is  in  advance   89.77 

The  Church  Aid  Fund  is  in  excess  of  last  year   54-57 

The  Contingent  Fund  has  improved  in  receipts   87.77 

Being  a  total  increase  of  $1609.50 

The  only  Fund  that  shows  any  deficiency  is  the  General  Debt  Interest  Fund, 
which  has  the  slight  decrease  of  $30.21  VVe  are  also  pleased  to  find  that  the 
Contingent  Fund,  that  had  on  it  a  debt,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  ot 
$428. 35J  has  now  only  $284.47,  being  a  decrease  of  $143.88.  The  Church  Aid 
Fund,  which  was  in  debt  $60.98.  has  now  in  hand  $102.37.  While  the  Benefi- 
cent Fund,  that  began  the  year  with  the  indebtedness  of  $211.39,  nas  now  a 
debt  of  $149.23,  being  again  on  the  year  of  $62.16.  These  added  together  show 
an  improvement  of  $369.39.  We  are  also  gratified  to  find  that  the  Book  Steward's 
report  shows  a  profit  on  the  year  of  $353.40.  For  this  we  thank  God  and  take 
courage. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER  OF  THE 
CHURCH  LOAN  FUND. 

Your  Secretary-Treasurer  begs  to  report  the  following  showing  : — 

1.  Lindsay  Estate,by  loan  to  Church  and  Parsonage,$3i7 1.80  ) 

Repaid,  as  per  arrangement  2200.00  j  Loss  $971.80 

Interest  paid  in  full   253.97 

Old  Church,  held  for  800.00  not  yet  sold,  

2.  Petcrboro'  Estate — Loan  by  special  arrangem't  $3000.00^ 

Repaid  on  Principal  account   400.00  \- 

Interest  in  full  to  Feb.  1st   176. 00J 

Due  and  secured  by  mortgage  2600.00 

3.  Hamilton  Estate — Loan  as  per  advance  $1773.52 

By  Interest  to  1  st  Sept   35-48  • 

Sept.  1st,  repaid  in  full  $1809.00 

4.  St.  Thomas  Estate — By  loan  with  Int. in  full,Aug.  14  $432.48 

5.  Windsor  Estate — By  loan  $415.14 

Balance  on  Interest  account   14.00 

Repaid  in  full  $429.14 

6.  Palmerston  Estate — By  loan  with  accum.  Int.$5i5.oo^ 

Oct.  27th,  repaid   4°i-45  h  Bv  loss...$  36-55 

By  sale  of  Lot   7  7.00  J 


$  478.45 
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7.  Belleville  Estate— By  loan  $600.00  ~] 

March  3rd,  repaid  on  loan   400.00  }~  Due  $200. 

Interest  account   42-67  J  ExP-  $n.°o 

Tolal  losses  and  expenses  $1019.35 

TOTALS  RE-STATED   

By  original  loans  in  total  $10,683.70 

By  cash  repaid  $6075.35 

By  mortgage  and  property  held   3600.00 

By  losses  irrecoverable   1008.35  $10,683.70 

G.  Webber,  Sec.-Treas. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STATISTICS. 
Having  examined  the  Statistical  Returns  from  the  several  Districts,  we  find 
the  following  results,  viz  :  there  is  a  decrease  of  three  ministers,  three  local  preach- 
ers, three  churches,  six  preaching  places,  481  admitted  during  the  year,  136  total 
membership.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  increase  of  145  approved  members, 
34  teachers  and  544  S.  S.  Scholars:  This  shows  that  there  has  been  considerable 
activity  and  success  in  the  Sabbath  School  department.  The  decrease  of  ad- 
missions and  total  membership  demand  serious  attention.  We  recommend  that 
in  the  Statistical  Table,  prepared  by  the  Conference  Secretary  and  published  in 
the  Minutes  of  Conference,  the  distinction  between  Circuits  and  Missions  be 
abolished,  inasmuch  as  it  involves  additional  labor,  and  can  serve  no  good  pur- 
pose, as  the  Missionary  Secretary  prepares  and  publishes  the  Missions'  Statistics 
in  the  Missionary  Report  in  separate  form. 

SPIRITUAL  STATE. 
The  reports  from  the  several  Districts  throughout  our  work  present  a  varied 
showing.  The  fact  is  recognized,  that  many  are  living  witnesses  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  being  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  and  are  giving  evidence  of  ad- 
vance in  spiritual  life,  and  increasing  strength  and  activity  in  christian  service.  We 
are  pleased  to  notice  indications  (though  to  a  limited  extent,)  of  a  love  for  and 
attachment  to  the  social  means  ;  such  as  class,  prayer  and  fellowship  meetings, 
and  that  these  are  felt  to  be  a  necessity,  in  order  to  the  cultivation  of  true  spirit- 
ual mindedness.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  cause  of  regret  that  such  a  large  pro- 
portion in  our  societies  fail  to  attach  value  to  these  profitable  means,  in  absent- 
ing themselves  therefrom.  The  cause,  we  think,is  not  far  to  seek,not  so  much  does 
it  lie,in  the  habit  of  a  peculiar  training,  or  defect  in  conducting  such  services,  as  in 
lack  of  that  christian  spirit,  which  will  of  necessity  seek  and  delight  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  saints.  Any  improvement  in  this  direction  must  necessarily  begin  in  a 
clearer  apprehension  of  christian  privilege,  accompanied  with  a  desire  which 
seeks  and  a  faith  which  appropriates  all  promised  blessings.  Prosperity  of  a  gen- 
eral character  is  reported  by  some  districts,  in  others  a  lack  is  deplored.  The 
number  attending  the  ministry  of  the  word  is  probably  as  large  as  at  any  former 
period,  and  many  have  been  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Again, 
in  other  instances,like  the  seed  falling  by  the  wayside,labor  has  not  been  attended 
with  such  fruitful  results.  Effort  in  the  Sabbath  School  department  has  not  gone 
unrewarded,although  greater  results  might  have  been  reasonably  expected.  A  fair 
measure  of  liberality  has  been  evinced,  but  doubtless  not  beyond  our  means  or 
obligations.  On  the  whole,  while  we  hail  with  gratitude  and  pleasure  tokens  of 
Divine  approval  and  blessing,  yet  may  it  not  charitably  be  asked  :  Are  we  in  any 
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fair  proportion  measuring  up  to  the  standard  of  our  full  privilege  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  thereby  qualified  to  do  the  work  committed  to  us  ?  Evidences  are  to  the  ef- 
fect that  a  richer  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  necessity  ;  and  a  present  full  salva^ 
tion,  as  a  matter  of  every  day's  experience ;  all  should  seek  to  obtain. 

REPORT  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

We  desne  to  reaffirm  those  teetotal  principles  which  have  been  so  long  cher- 
ished and  promulgated  by  us — principles  which  ,we  regard  as  being  in  harmony 
with  scriptural  teaching,  and  consistent  with  christian  living.  As  a  church  we 
believe  we  are  second  to  none  in  the  observance  of  these  principles,  still,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  cider-drinking  is  on  the  increase  throughout  the  country,  we 
would  urge  upon  our  friends  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  use  of  hard-cider  and 
home-made  fermented  wines,  as  their  use  have  been  proven  to  be'  injurious  to 
the  moral  and  spiritual  interests  of  those  who  indulge  in  their  use* 
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RECEIPTS 

P .  E_  ISLAND  DISTRICT.       $  $ 

Charlottetown  4  00 

Union  3  61 

Wheitley  River   2  16 

Vernon  River  1  25 

Murray  Harbor  1  80 

Sturgeon   . 

West  Cape  1  25 

Summerside  2  00    16  07 

COBOURG  DISTRICT. 

Cobourg  4  20 

Camborne  3  32 

Welcome  6  89 

Po.t  Hope  2  01 

Huntingdon  2  37 

Campbellford  3  70 

Belleville  190   24  36 

BOWMANVILLE  DISTRICT. 

Bowmanville  19  30 

Hampton  10  20 

Columbus  2  23 

Oshawa  2  60 

Prince  Albert  3  55 

Perry  town  1  06   38  34 

PETEBBORO'  &  VICTORIA  DIS'T 

Little  Britain  7  59 

Peterboro'  5  30 

Lakefield  6  93 

Fenelon  6  86 

Lindsay   1  00 

Manvers  &  Cartwright  5  00 

Ashburnham  1  25   33  93 

TORONTO  DISTRICT. 

Toronto  3  58 

Hamilton  1  46 

(Jxbridge  4  02 

Pickering  ]  50 

Palmerston  ,.4  92 

Wiarton  4  50 

Sutton  2  83   22  81 

EXETER  DISTRICT. 

Exeter  18  00 

Mitchell  8  60 

Full  ar ton  6  33 

Usborne  11  22 

Crediton  8  11 

Bethesda  &  Hensall  711 

Olinton  6  16 

Colborne  4  72   70  55 

LONDON  DISTRICT. 

London  Centre  6  00 

London  East  4  00 

London  South   4  00 

Lambeth  10  20 

St.  Thomas  2  25 

Talbotville  4  50 

Dereham  5  00 

Ingersoll    2  00   *7  95 

Windsor     236 

Colchester   75 


RECEIPTS  (CONTINUED). 
CLEVELAND  DISTRICT. 

Cleveland....   7  00 

Chagrin  Falls  4  55 

Orange  3  98 

Newburg  1 10 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT. 

Palmyra  3  00 

Lisbon  6  00 

Yorkville  6  00 

Little  Prairie  1  00 

Burlington   66 

Waldo   2  05 

Balance  due  Treasurer  


16  53 


18  71 
149  23 

431  59 


DISBURSEMENTS.  $  $ 
Balance  due  Treasurer,  with  Int.  211  39 

DOCTORS'  BILLS. 

J  Ball  15  00 

J  Harris   8  00 

J  Kenner  20  00 

W  Medland  60  00 

H  J  ISlott  40  00 

T  Mason  21  20  164  20 

Lucy  Price,  Salary   28  00 

Lucy  Davis,  Salary   28  00 

$431  59 
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RECEIPTS 

P.  E.  ISLAND  DISTRICT.  $ 

Charlottetown   4  00 

Union  ]  00 

Wheatley  River  2  20 

Vernon  River   50 

Murray  Harbor  \  

Sturgeon  

West   Cape  1  25 

Summereide  1  10 


9  95 
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COBOURO  DISTRICT. 

Cobourg  1  50 

Camborne  ,  3  07 

Welcome   9  96 

Port  Hope  2  50 

Huntingdon   80 

Campbellford  4  07 

Belleville   2  71   24  61 

BOWMAN  VlLLE  DISTRICT- 

Bowman ville  16  83 

Hampton   9  20 

Columbus   .  2  94 

Oshawa  2  00 

Prince  Albert  2  80 

Perrytown  1  02 

FETERBORO'  &  VICTORIA  DliT 

Little.  Britain  8  24 

Peterboro'  7  33 

Lakefieid  6  26 

Fenolon  4  33 

Lindsay  1  68 

Man  vers  &  Cartwright  3  58 

Ashbvtrnham  1  i3 

TORONTO  DISTRICT 

Toronto  3  10 

Hamilton   ,   1  04 

Uxbridge  2  07 

Pickering   1  07 

Palmerston   2  75 

Wiarton  2  00 

Sutton  2  36 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Balance  due  Treasurer   60  98 

Interest  on  above   4  88 

Voted  to  Windsor  29  27 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  102  '67 


32  35 


14  39 


L3ETER  DISTRICT. 

Exeter    12  00 

Mitchell  8  00 

Fullerton  5  17 

ITsborne  8  91 

Creditnn  S  78 

Bethesda  <fr  Hensatll  4  32 

Clinton  6  51 

Cblborae   4  20   55  89 

LONDON  DISTRICT . 

London  Cen+re  4  00 

London  East  3-45 

London  South  ....  X  00 

Lambeth'.....  .2  50 

St.  Thorn  is   2  25 

Talbotville  2  05 

Dereham  4  00 

Ingersoll  1  40   22  65 

Windsor   2  12 

Colchester  .,.   75 

$197  10 
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RECEIPTS. 

P.  E.  Island  District  $  149  50 

Cobourg   154  50 

Bowmanville   273  49 

Peterbcro'and  Victoria   268  75  ! 

Toronto   J  25  76  ! 

Exeter   323  76 

London    147  00 

Windsor  and   Colchtster   24  00 

North  West    <  7  75 

balance  due  Tieasurer    35  74 

$1510  25 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

P.  E  Island  $  189  00 

Cobourg   189  00 

Bowmanville  ...    357  0  » 

Peterboro'  and  Victoria   136  50 

Toronto   168  00 

Exeter   204  25 

Loudon    172  00 

North  West    94  50 


$1510  25 


{Contingent  $und. 


RECEIPTS. 

P.  E.  Island  District   $  80  00 

Cobourg    80  00 

'•-owmanville   90  00 

Peterboro'  and  Victoria   100  00 

Toronto    70  00 

Exeter   100  00 

London   80  00 

Windsor  and  Colchester   20  00 

North   West   20  00 

$640  00 


Balance  dus  Treasurer.   $284  42 

$924  42 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Balance  due  Treasurer  with  interest  $428  35 

J   M.  Tredrea,  travelling  expenses          46  50 

W.  Medland,  "  "  ....  75  82 
Wm.  Hooper,  Superan.  allowances         100  00 

FUNERAL  EXPENSES. 

C.  Barker  $20  00 

W.  Hooper   20  00 

T.  Mason,  daughter   20  00 

S.  H.  Rice's  Child   10  00 

J.  Kenr.er's  Child    10  00 

W.  Medland's  "    10  00 

  $90  00 

President's  Secretary's  and  Fi- 
nancial Secretary's  allowances   30  CO 

TRAVELLING  EXPENSES  TO  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS. 

J.  J    Rice  $  8  50 

W.  Jolliffe   6  25 

W.  C  iBeer   1  50 

E.  Roberts   7  25 

J.  Kenner   13  30 

W.  S.  Pascoe   19  75 

G.  Webber   18  75 

R.  T   Courtice   2  00 

W  Kenner    9  25 

W.  Butt   4  55 

  $91  10 

Voted  Superintendent  of  Toronto  Dis...    8  00 

Four  Bibles  for  brethren  ordained   7  40 

Printing  Examination  papers  &c   16  25 

Gift  to  Journal  Sec'y   3  50 

Chapel  and  S.  S.  Secretaries    20  00 

Stationery  &c . .  for  Conference   3  00 

Returned  to  W.  R.  Roach  unpaid   4  50 

$924  42 
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GEN  ERA  L  BUSINESS. 

Res.  7.  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Brethren  W.  S.  Pascoe  and  G.  Webber,  the  retiring  President  and 
Secretary,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  their  onerous  duties,  as  such,  during 
the  past  year,  have  been  discharged 

Res.  9.  That  we  convey  to  Bro.  John  Edwards  our  cordial  and  unanimous 
expression  of  sympathy  in  his  affliction  ;  and  fervently  pray  that  he  may  be 
graciously  sustained  amid  the  growing  infirmities  of  age  ;  and  that  his  closing 
'days  may  be  full  of  Divine  consolation,  and  that  presently  he  may  receive  an 
abundant  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom 

Res.  10.  That  we  desire  to  convey  to  Mrs.  Barker  our  sincere  and  unani- 
mous expression  of  condolence,  at  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  our 
greatly  esteemed  Bro.  Cephas  Barker,  in  November  last,  and  beg  to  assure  her 
in  this,  her  crushing  bereavement,  of  the  high  position  and  protound  respect  in 
which  our  deceased  Brother  was  held  by  us  all  j  and  would  remind  her  that  we 
shall  ever  hold  her  in  esteem  for  his  and  her  sake,  whilst  cur  journal  will  record 
the  great  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  Brethren,  and  their  high  appreci- 
ation of  his  many  and  varied  gifts  and  labors. 

Res.  1 1.  Tnat  after  a  long,  honorable  and  successful  course  of  ministry  in  this 
Church,  and  with  the  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  appreciation  of  his  varied,  laborious 
and  blameless  Christian  life,  we  cheerfully  comply  with  Bro.  J.  W.  Butcher's 
request,  through  his  District  Meeting,  and  recommend  him  for  superannuation. 

Res.  12.  That  as  it  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father,  in  his  inscrutable 
wisdom,  to  take  from  our  ranks  and  fellowship  our  much  respected  Brother, 
William  Hooper,  we  hereby  express  our  hearty  appreciation  of  the  valuable  ser- 
vice he  has  rendered  the  cause  of  God,  in  connection  with  this  section  of  the 
Church.  He  having  been  so  closely  identified  with  us  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  for  36  years  of  his  valuable  life.  His  wise  counsel,  deep  piety  and  fervent 
zeal,  we  remember  with  pleasure  ;  and  though  we  sorrow,  sincerely  and  deeply, 
at  his  demise,  we  devoutly  thank  God  that  the  grace  of  God,  which  he  so  fervently 
recommended  to  others,  sustained  and  cheered  him  as  he  passed  through  the  vale 
to  the  sweet  rest  of  Heaven.  We  hereby  tender  to  Sister  Hooper  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  her  sore  bereavement,  and  pray  that  the  Father  Divine,  who  has 
hitherto  sustained  her  amid  life's  conflicts,  will  smile  upon  her  through  the  rest  of 
life's  journey,  and  give  her  at  last  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  saints'  ever 
lasting  rest. 

Res.  19.  That  in  placing  on  record  our  very  great  pleasure  at  the  action  of 
the  English  Conference  in  appointing  Bro.  F.  W.  Bourne  a  Deputation  to  visit 
this  Conference,  we  beg  to  express  our  profound  regret  that  they  did  not  appoint 
him  President  of  our  Assembly,  or  otherwise  have  worded  their  resolution  with 
such  clearness  as  to  have  left  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  his  bein^  a  member  of  this 
Conference,  in  order  that  we  might  have  had  the  gratification  of  making  him,  by 
our  vote,  our  Chief  Officer ;  we,  however,  express  to  him  our  heartiest  welcome 
— our  loving  sympathy,  and  request  him  to  take  a  chair  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
President.  We  resolve,  further,  to  place  his  name,  in  the  composition  of  our 
Conference,  next  to  our  Secretary's,  invest  him  with  all  the  privileges  belonging 
to  legal  members,  pnd  invite  him  to  exercise  the  utmost  freedom  in  the  discus- 
sions that  may  ensue  ;  and  we  hereby  determine  to  cover  any  possible  informality 
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arising  out  ot  the  above  arrangement,  by  a  final  vote  of  confirmation  of  our  Con" 
fcrence  proceedings  by  those  only  who  constitute  its  legal  membership. 

Res.  20.  That  a  column  be  added  in  the  cash  department  of  the  new  Sabbath 
School  Schedule  headed  "  Church  Expenses,"  and  the  column  now  headed  "  What 
portion  ot  the  year  is  the  school  kept  open  ?"  be  headed  "  How  many  Sabbaths 
has  the  school  been  kept  open  ?" 

Res.  26.  Tnat  in  the  death  of  Bro.  R.  Baker  we  have  lost  a  genial  com- 
panion, a  faithful  Christian,  and  a  zealous  laborer  in  the  Master's  vineyard  ;  and 
this  Conference  hereby  places  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services 
he  has  rendered  tiie  Denomination  for  many  years  as  a  faithful  minister  thereof, 
and  rejoice  that  his  labors  were  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  We  also  tender  to  Sister 
Baker  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  in  the  trying  dispensation  of  Providence  she  has 
passed  through,  and  assure  her  that  we  offer  our  united  prayer  to  our  covenant- 
keeping  Cxwd,  that  she  and  the  fatherless  ones  may  largely  share  in  the  covenanted 
mercies  here,  and  the  giory  of  God's  saved  ones  hereafter. 

Res.  27.  That  we  hereby  place  on  record,  and,  at  the  same  time,  tender  to 
Bro.  Bourne  our  cordial  thanks  for  his  sermon  to  the  Conference.  We  beg  to 
assure  him  that  we  shall  endeavor,  by  Divine  grace,  to  utilize,in  our  future  minis- 
terial labors  and  life,  his  practical  suggestions,  and  constantly  stir  up  the  gift 
that  is  in  us  by  recalling  the  practical  hints,  the  inspiring  aims  and  motives,  so 
eloquently  advanced  in  his  excellent  discourse  ;  and  we  unitedly  pray  that  Bro. 
Bourne's  health  and  life  may  long  be  continued,  and  he  be  enabled  to  bless 
the  Church  with  his  sanctified  life,  cultured  mind,  and  ripe  experience  ;  and 
that  at  last  abundant  entrance  may  be  ministered  unto  him  into  the  everlasting 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Res.  28.  That  the  rate  of  Interest  on  our  claim  on  Belleville  estate  be 
henceforth  6h  per  cent,  per  annum,  instead  of  8,  as  heretofore. 

Res.  29.  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  Conference  claims 
on  Local  Trust  Estate  be  adopted  ;  and  our  hearty  thanks  tendered  Bro.  Webber 
for  his  valuable  and  efficient  service  in  that  connection. 

Res.  30.  That  while  we  deplore  the  very  limited  success  of  our  Missionaries 
in  Manitoba,  and  teel  saddened  that  two  in  succession  should  have  retired  into 
secular  life,  yet,  feeling  we  ought  to  share  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the 
new  provinces  of  the  North- West,  we  resolve  to  continue  our  present  Missionary 
and  Missions  in  Manitoba,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  increase  the  number  of  mis- 
sionaries as  soon  as  possible.  We  hope  that  both  the  men  and  means  will  be 
forthcoming,  and  that  our  churches  will  heartily  sacrifice,  if  needs  be,  to  share  n 
the  great  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  of  Christ  throughout  the  Dominion. 

Res.  32.  While  relating  our  Christian  experience  we  felt  much  of  the  Divine 
presence  and  power.  Many  spoke  of  the  happiness  they  felt  when  God,  for 
Christ's  sake,  pardoned  all  their  sins,  and  gave  them  his  Spirit  to  bear  witness 
with  theirs  that  they  were  born  of  God  and  became  heirs  of  heaven.  Others 
spoke  of  severe  mental  conflicts,and  of  unfaithfulness  and  its  results,of  God's  good- 
ness in  continuing  to  them  His  grace  and  salvation.  Some  spoke  of  inward  peace 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  blessed  hope  of  immortality  and  eternal  life. 
Touching  references  were  made  to  the  holy,  useful  lives  and  happy  deaths  of  the 
brethren,  C,  Barker,  W.  Hooper  and  R.  Baker,  who  have  passed  to  their  reward, 
and  expressed  a  determination  to  live  always  ready  to  obey  the  call  ot  the  Divine 
Master  and  meet  our  departed  brethren  in  heaven.    We  all  felt  to  say,  "  Jesus, 
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Master,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here."  The  Sacramental  occasion  was  a  season 
of  hallowed  delight,  in  which  we  all  enjoyed  the  communion  of  saints  and  a  fore- 
taste of  heavenly  joy. 

Res.  35.  Whereas  the  P.  E.  Island  District  Meeting  has  appointed  a  Committee 
to  ascertain  the  practicability,  or  otherwise,  of  publishing  some  of  the  writings  of 
the  late  Bro.  F.  Metherell,  with  some  account  of  the  early  history  of  the  B.  C. 
Church  in  P.  E.  Island,  and  of  creating  a  Jubil-e  Fund,  with  the  view  of  aiding 
in  the  erection  of  a  Jubilee  Church  in  the  city  of  Charlottetown ;  therefore  be 
it  resolved,  that  we  hereby  express  our  approval  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  P.  E. 
Island  District  Meeting  upon  this  subject,  and  we  appoint  Bro.  J.  Whitlock  as  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Island  Committee,  with  the  view  of  gathering  in- 
formation from  any  of  the  ministers  who  have  labored  on  P.  E.  Island,  and  of 
advising  the  Committee  in  regard  to  its  efforts.  Any  amount  arising  from  the 
profits  of  said  publication  must  be  applied  to  the  Jubilee  Fund  for  the  purposes 
above  indicated. 

Res.  36.  That  we  desire  to  have  placed  on  record  our  high  appreciation  of 
the  very  excellent  charge  delivered  to  us  by  our  worthy  President,Bro.  W.S.Pascoe, 
and  that  we  hereby  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  him  for  the  same.  We  are  resolved, 
God  helping  us,  to  show  ourselves  approved  unto  God,  workmen  that  need  not 
be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  by  practising  in  ourevery-day  life, 
the  many  worthy  traits  of  Christian  character  pointed  out  to  us  by  him,  that 
when  our  mission  on  earth  ends,  we  may  each  meet  in  our  Master's  house  on  high. 
Also,  it  would  afford  us  great  gratification  to  have  the  noble  thoughts  addressed 
to  us  put  in  the  Observer,  that  we  may  have  them  for  our  permanent  possession. 

Res.  38.  That  the  request  of  Columbus  Quarterly  Meeting,  for  permission 
to  sell  Elim  Church  be  granted — the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  some  local  con- 
nexional  object. 

Res.  39.  That  we  comply  with  the  request  of  Pickering  Station,  to  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  Providence  church  on  that  circuit. 

Res.  42.  That  the  claims  of  the  Ensign  upon  our  Denominational  S.  Schools 
be  laid  before  our  Teachers'  Meetings,  and  the  pastors  be  desired  to  exert  all 
legitimate  influence  in  behalf  of  that  excellent  publication. 

Res.  43.  That  the  action  of  the  February  Committee  Meeting,  acceding  to 
a  request  for  permission  to  remove  Tweed  church  to  the  Lodge  Room  neighbor- 
hood, to  be  re-erected  on  a  site  given  for  the  Connexion,  and  that  the  Tweed 
Parsonage  be  sold  at  once,  and  that  one  half  the  proceeds  be  paid  over  to  the 
Missionary  Treasurer,  and  the  other  half  be  devoted  towards  the  re-erection  of 
the  Lodge  Room  church  be  now  confirmed. 

Res.  44.  That  Bro.  D.  Williams,  of  Belleville,  be  appointed  to  sell  the 
White  church,  formerly  of  the  Hungerford  station,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  ap- 
plied to  Missionary  Fund. 

Res.  45.  That  it  is  desirable  that  Gray's  church  be  continued  in  its  present 
relation  to  Belleville  charge,  and  that  Ebenezer  church  be  sold  at  the  earliest 
favorable  opportunity. 

Res.  46.  That  the  old  church  in  Lindsay  be  not  forced  upon  the  market  at 
present,  as  it  would  have  to  be  done  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and  the  property  is 
yielding  a  good  percentage  as  rental ;  at  the  same  time,  if  a  fair  price  can  be  ob- 
tained, we  urge  that  it  be  taken  advantage  of  and  the  sale  effected. 
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Res.  47.  That  the  28th  Resolution,  reducing  the  interest  on  the  Belleville 
debt,  be  not  regarded  as  retrospective  in  its  operation,  but  only  taking  effect  from 
the  date  of  this  Conference  action. 

Res.  49.  That  the  following  question  be  asked  by  the  Pastors  at  the  Teachers' 
Meetings  :  k<  Will  you  take  the  Ensign  ?"  And,  further,  that  the  Pastors  use  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  secure  tor  our  juvenile  paper  the  patronage  of  the  schools. 

Res.  51.  Whereas  there  is  a  manifest  desire  for  the  unification  of  Metho- 
dism in  this  Dominion,  and  as  we  desire  to  be  in  harmony  with  our  sister 
churches,  therefore  Resolved  that  a  Union  Committee  of  eleven  be  appointed, 
to  meet  and  confer  with  similar  committees  appointed  by  other  Methodist 
churches,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  basis  of  union  ;  and  when  the  Joint 
Committees  shall  have  determined  upon  what  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  the 
right  basis  of  unification,  our  Union  Committee  shall  report  said  basis  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  and  shall  be  empowered  to  duly  consider  the  whole  situation, 
and  submit  their  views  and  recommendations  to  our  people,  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  their  consideration,  and  by  the  expression  thus  obtained  the  Executive  shall 
be  guided. 

Res.  52.  That  the  following  be  the  Committee  on  Union  viz  : — W.  S. 
Pascoe,  J.  J.  Rice,  E.  Roberts,  J.  Kenner,  H.  J.  Nott,  G.  Webber,  J.  Pickard,  J. 
Hull,  T.  Courtice,  J.  Clark,  W.  Windatt. 

Res.  55.  That  we  unite  to  express  sincere  sympathy  with  Bro.  and  Sister 
Mason  under  their  deep  loss  and  sad  bereavement  in  the  death  of  their  only  child 
and  loving  daughter,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  divinely  sustained  during  the 
years  of  their  loneliness,  until  they  join  their  loved  one  on  the  better  shore. 

Res.  57.  That  we  cheerfully  recognize  the  denominational  attachment  mani- 
fested by  Bro.  W.  Hayden  and  family,  of  Winnipeg,  who,  though  for  several  years 
not  connected  with  us  in  Church  fellowship,  owing  to  their  being  no  B.  C.  minister 
in  Winnipeg  ;  yet,  from  year  to  year,  express  their  love  to  the  Church  of  their  earty 
choice,  by  liberal  remittances  to  our  Missionary  Treasury,  collected  by  Miss 
Gertie.  We  trust  our  young  Missionary  Collector  will  be  abundantly  blessed  by 
the  Master,  who  always  rewards  those  who,  in  His  name,  do  good  to  His  disciples. 

Res.  58.  That  the  Report  of  Funds  by  the  General  Financial  Secretary,  as 
read,  be  received  and  adopted  ;  and  Bro.  Roberts  be  tendered  our  hearty  thanks 
for  his  services  as  such. 

Res.  59.  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  Bro.  W. 
Quance,  General  Church  Secretary,  for  the  excellent  service  rendered  the  Demo- 
mination,  as  such,  during  the  past  year ;  and  that  the  Report,  as  read,  be  adopted. 

Res.  63.  Thus  we  unite  to  express  our  grateful  appreciation  of  the  Christian 
courtesy  and  liberal  kindness  of  our  Canada  Methodist  friends,  in  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  this  Conference  their  very  handsome  and  commodious  church,  for 
the  holding  of  our  Annual  Missionary  Meeting  and  the  preaching  of  our  Confer- 
ence Sermon.  We  appoint  Bro.  W.  H  Butt  to  convey  this  expression  of  our 
thanks,  and  also  to  take  steps  for  the  remuneration  of  the  sexton  and  organ-blower. 

Res.  64.  That  the  Editor's  Report  be  adopted,  and  Bro.  Nott  be  tendered 
our  hearty  thanks  for  his  valuable  services,  and  that  he  be  reappointed. 

Res.  66.  That  the  following  Grants  be  made  to  the  Mission  Stations,  viz  : 
P.  E.  Island  District,  all  they  can  raise,  and  $  90.00 

Port  Hope, 
Campbellford, 

Belleville,  "  and  250.00 
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Prince  Albert,  all  they  can  raise 

Perrytown,  " 

Fenelon,  " 

Lindsay,  " 

Manvers  and  Cartwright  " 
Ashburnham, 
Toronto, 

Hamilton,  " 

Pickering,  " 

Uxbridge,  " 

Palmerston,  " 

Sutton,  " 

Wiarton,  " 
Clinton, 

London  South,  " 

London  East,  " 

Ingersoll,  " 

Lambeth,  " 
St.  Thomas, 


and 


and 


and 


and 


$i  10.00 


200.00 


180.00 


200.00 


125.00 
i35-°° 


160.00 
80.00 


140.00 


100.00 


175.00 
30.00 


200  00 


Res.  68.  Whereas  the  Upper  Canada  Bible  Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  have  addressed  this  Conference,  through  their  Secre- 
taries, a  circular  letter,  briefly  epitomizing  their  extensive  operation  in  the  cir- 
culation of  the  sacred  Scriptures  throughout  the  world,  and  their  great  claims 
upon  all  the  churches,  as  a  necessary  auxiliary  in  furnishing  God's  Word  in  every 
language  which  their  mission  work  extends  to  ;  as  well  as  in  reference  to  supplies, 
in  many  cases  gratuitous,  and  always  below  ost,  for  the  use  of  the  important 
Sabbath  School  operations  of  all  lands,  and  all  that  without  preference  or  partiality, 
and  without  any  distinction  as  to  sect  or  denomination  ;  and  urging  this  Confer- 
ence to  exert  its  influence,  and  lend  its  heartiest  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the 
Society's  benevolent  aims  :  Therefore  resolved,  that  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  is  entitled  to  and  has  our  very  hearty  sympathy  ;  and  we  earnestly 
commend  it  to  our  ministers  and  people,  as  an  indispensable  instrumentality  in 
promoting  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  and  bespeak  for  it  their  fullest  confi- 
dence and  recognition. 

Res.  69.  That  the  reference  to  Bible  Society  operations  as  secular  employ- 
ment, in  a  resolution  of  the  Conference  of  1879,  and  printed  in  that  year's  Minutes, 
be  eliminated,  and  that  henceforth  any  brother  engaging,  to  any  extent,  in  Bible 
Society  agency,  must  first  obtain  the  consent  of  his  District  Superintendent,  r.nd 
the  approval  of  his  Quarter  Board. 

Res.  71,  That,  whereas  the  Quarterly  Meetings  have  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  best  way  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  by  members  attending  the  Con- 
ference, is  by  paying  more  attention  to  and  manifesting  more  liberality  toward 
the  District  Fund  :  Therefore,  resolved,  that  the  brethren  be  urged  to  advocate 
the  claims  of  this  Fund,  and  see  that  the  District  Fund  Collection  be  made  at  all 
our  places  of  worship. 
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